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INTRODUCTION

Dr. John F. Walvoord in an article on Revelatiom126 made this bold statement: "Few
verses in the Bible are more crucial to the intetgiion of the Bible as a whole than the opening
verses in Revelation 20.Even if this statement overstates the matter,ghassage is very
important to understand in the scheme of biblicappecy. Yet, many people have dismissed
the book of Revelation as too difficult to undenstaand chapter 20 as too controversial to know
what it means. Therefore, they have missed someriaat revelation which God has given us
for our blessed hope as well as blessing to ouitsai lives (Revelation 1:3).

What are they missing? They are missing the clereatents which follow after the
second coming of Christ dealing with God's just egbteous kingdom. It is here that we see
Jesus Christ's irruption into history which brirtige long awaited triumphant over evil.
Revelation 20 deals specifically with the resuilimtbf the righteous and the wicked. It is also
absolutely essential for the understanding of tieré events and destiny of Satan. Finally, it is
the place where God reveals the extent of tim¢herearthly kingdom.

How will this article help in the understanding R&tion 207 First, we will discuss the
importance of the context of Revelation 20. Secpnak will determine the meaning of the
"binding of Satan" in Revelation 20:1-3. Thirdlyewill raise and answer seven questions

concerning Revelation 20:4-15:

! John F. Walvoord, "The Theological SignificanceRefvelation 20:1-6,Essays In Honor of J. Dwight
Pentecosted. Stanely D. Toussaint & Charles H. Dyer (ChacaMoody Press, 1986), p. 227.



(1) Who are they who reign with Christ?
(2) Who are those who will live?
(3) What about the thousand years?
(4) Where will the saints reign for a thousand gear
(5) When will the battle of Revelation 20:7-10 tgkace?
(6) What about the “great White Throne Judgment?”
(7) Why will there be a millennial kingdom?

One may see how important these questions arenfteratanding the future, but how
will all this affect our life in this present age®@t us answer this question by the following
statement: "One's view of eschatology [the studiasifthings], to a large extent, determines
what kind of ethics one develops and practiéest us look at just one example from Scripture
out of many we could turn to demonstrate the alpmet. 1 John 3:2-3 says, "Beloved now we
are children of God, and it has not appeared aw/lgat we shall be. We know that, when He
appears, we shall be like Him, because we shaHgegust as He is. And everyone who has
this hope fixed on Him purifies himself, just as He is pre.”* Notice how John expects that the
future hope of Christ's coming should purify ouilyéving in this present age. Therefore, let us
not shy away from Revelation 20 which deals witmsarucial events of things to come, but let
us understand it and by God's grace not only etfjeylessings it brings in this life and the life

to come, but also be the means of purifying owdlv

2. Wayne House & Thomas IcBpminion Theology: Blessing or CursinéPortland: Multhomah Press,
1988), p. 45.

3 All Bible guotation are taken from NASB unlessathise stated.



THE IMPORTANCE OF THE CONTEXT

Introduction
How one understands the chronology of the bookesdRation, especially chapters 19-
21 will set the coarse for one's understandingy@frillennium! Many amillennial scholars use

the recapitulation systeor progressive parallelismas their system of interpretation of the

book® Anthony Hoekema supports the recapitulation methfadterpretation when he says, "the

# John A. McLean, “The Structure of the Book of Rexiein and Its Implication for the Pre-wrath Rapture
(Part One),"Michigan Theological JournaP (Fall 1991):138-167 critiques nine theoriestfictures for the book
of Revelation. John A. McLean, “The Structure af Book of Revelation and Its Implication for theeRvrath
Rapture (Part Two),Michigan Theological Journall (Spring 1992):7 “argues for the successive \aéthe
septets judgments, i.e., the trumpets sequenfalyw the seals and the bowls sequentially folline trumpets.
The successive structure does not negate a reledipituof other visions in that the writer doestpay visionary
scenes which preview eschatological events to ddtae. 7:9-17; 14:8-13).” McLean summarizes the bafok
Revelation by saying, “The crucial differences bedw the judgments include: the Prima facie readfrige text,
the sequential character within each septet, teefierdinal numbers, the sequential aspect o$éventh part of
each septet, the contextual clues of progressigueaior the successive approach. The followingcttiral outline
represents a descriptive view of the developmethi@fApocalypse. This progressive disclosure B éikspiraling
conical staircase. The climax of the Apocalypsthéscoming of the Son of Man. The major motif tleads up to
the parousia is the intensification of the septdgments, (4:1-19:21). The septets unfold out ofiedher until the
final climax of worldwide destruction. The writertermittently suspends the progressive movementautbsure
of the septets in order to introduce pertinentrimi@tion. The information is inserted by meaningaifrative
previews or narrative synopses. Narrative previemplify major characters or events that are enteditater in
the Apocalypse. Narrative synopses provide apotialgpenes that review past events and lead thierea future
episodes.'[Michigan Theological Journall [Spring 1992]:9-10)

® G. K. BealeThe New International Greek Testament CommentaeyBdok of RevelatiofGrand
Rapids: Eerdmans, 1999), pp. 121-45 surveys angear@r recapitulation position. See Robert L. Them
Revelation 8-22 An Exegetical Comment@hicago: Moody Press, 1995), pp. 525-43 for aoure of
recapitulation and arguments for chronological pesgion in the book of Revelation.

% A brief historical perspective of the developmehéschatology see Harold Hoehner, “Evidence from
Revelation 20,’A Case for Premillenialispeds. Donald K. Campbell & Jeffrey L. Townsend i¢@go: Moody
Press, 1992), pp. 236-45. Hoehner suggests to kdtens Bietenhard, “The Millennial Hope in the BaChurch,”
Scottish Journal of theolody(1953): 12-30, which is a condensation of histol@d dissertation and Jean Danielou,
“The Theology of Jewish Christianity, “ i History of Early Christian Doctrine before the @wil of Nicaea
trans. And ed. John A Baker (Philadelphia: Westtaingd 964), 1:377-404. Charles E. HRegnum Caelorum:
Patterns of Millennial Thought in Early Christiapi{Grand Rapids: Eerdmanns, 20019&d. from an amillennial
viewpoint gives his understanding of the earlydngidevelopment of eschatology. See his summarst onepp.
271-72. John F. Walvoordhe Revelation of Jesus Chr{§&thicago: Moody, 1966), pp. 282-90 gives a brigi/sy
of the three major positions taken in Revelation 20
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book of Revelation consists of seven sections whichparallel to each other, each of which
depicts the church and the world from the time bfi€l's first coming to the time of his second
coming.” Most amillennialist would list Revelation 20-22 @se of those progressive parallels.
Contrary to the premillennial view, the amilleniséldoes not see a progression from chapter 19
to chapter 20. They understand that chapter 2thbegidescribe the activity of God binding
Satan's activity by Christ's work on the cross.ntie rest of chapter 20 through chapter 22
progresses on and gives us more detail about treltlage, events surrounding the second
coming and the eternal kingdom.

Yet, there is strong evidence to indicate thatis®mns of Revelation 19 and 20 are
presenting a chronological progression in time. llieeary device that John uses to indicate this
progression is the phrase translated "and | sawi' ¢idov ). This is found in Revelation 19:11,
17, 19 and Revelation 20:1, 4, 11 and Revelatibf.Zlhis seems to indicate that the series of
visions happened one after the other and not aslg@arisions which are recapitulating the same
period of time. Harold Hoehner addresses this issue

The introductory words “and | sawkdi eidor), used 32 times in the book,

usually denote the next vision seen by John (8331, 11; 14:1, 6, 14; 15:1;

16:13; 17:3; 19:11, 17, 19; 20:4, 11, 12; 21:1)odg¢h these words are not as

forceful a chronological marker as “after thesadisi| saw” (neta tauta eidan

4:1; 7:9; 15:5; 18:1) or “after these things | liBgmeta tauta ekousd 9:1), they

do show chronological progression.

Some amillennialists would agree that & eidov in Revelation 19:11 - 21:1 gives a

! Anthony A. HoekemaT he Bible And The Futui&rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1979), p. 223; William
HendriksenMore Than ConqueroréGrand Rapids: Baker, 1960), pp. 28-29. The s@agallel chapters are:
chapters 1-3, 4-7, 8-11, 12-14, 15-16, 17-19 anr@d20

8 Harold Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 28,Case for Premillenialisgreds. Donald K. Campbell
& Jeffrey L. Townsend (Chicago: Moody Press, 199p),247-48.
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visional chronicle, but not a historical chroniolleevents. In other words, they would accept that
John received the visions in the chronological oaddRevelation 19:11 - 20:15, but they would
deny that the actual progress of history is necigsa this order. Many amillennialists would
accept that Revelation 19:11-21 is a historicagpgesion but they would contend that
Revelation 20:7-10 is referring again to the secoomding like Revelation 19:11-21. They
would take Revelation 20:1-3 and the binding o8db begin at the death and resurrection of
Christ and then the “thousand years” would exteathfthe church age to the second coming.
This brief survey gives us a broad summary of tirerology issue. The next section of
this paper will examine the context and the vajidit kol eidov in Revelation 19:11- 20:15 to
see if there is any reason to acceptdhieeidov sections as not only visional progression but

historical progression of everits.

The “And | Saw” ( kel €idov) Sections in Revelation 19:11 - 20:15
In Revelation 19:11-16 thexi eidov section is an introduction to Jesus Christ and His
heavenly army. In 19:15-16 an explanation of thersm\coming out of Christ’s mouth which

will judge the nations is described. In Revelati®17-18 section we are introduced to the birds

°D. E. Aune, “Revelation 1-5%Vord Biblical CommentargNashville, TN: Nelson, 1997) 52A:338 says
thexal eidov: (1) introduces a new vision (Rev.19:11, 17; 2@;112; 21:1); (2) introduces a major scene withi
vision (Rev. 19:19; 21:2, 22); and (3) focuses &mew or significant figure or action that occuiitghin a
continuing vision narrative” (Rev. 5:2, 6, 11; 652,8, 12; 7:2; 9:1; 16:13; 17:3, 6). Grant R. OsleoRevelationin
ECNT, ed. Moses Silva (Grand Rapids: Baker, 20@®)@oes not think thadoi eidov in Rev. 19:11 - 20:15 are
chronological indicator, however he does beliewat there is “narrative sequence, and the everitginision flow
one after the other.” Others who would support lotlisional and an historical progression in Ret@hal9:11 -
20:15 are: John Walvoor&evelationp. 290; Alan JohnsoiRRevelation Expositor’s Bible Commentary, ed. Frank
E. Gaebelein (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1981), I2:B8bert H. MouncelThe Book of RevelatioiNICNT (Grand
Rapids: Eerdmanns, 1977), p. 252; Robert L. ThoRaselation 8-22 An Exegetical Commentagry381; David J.
MacLeod, “The Third ‘Last Thing’: The Binding of e, Bibliotheca Sacrd 56 (Oct-Dec, 1999):472-73; Isbon T.
Beckwith, The Apocalypse of Jol{hNew York: Macmillan, 1919):738; R. H. Charld$)e Revelation of St. Johin
ICC (New York: Scribner’s Sons, 1920), 2:185.
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of the mid heaven and their role in the judgmemizdrse 17 an angel calls forth the birds to
assemble for supper of the great slaughter andnedgof the enemies of God. The description
of verse 18 explains further the make-up of thaitms” in the previous section (v. 15). The
summoning of the birds in combination with the dethdescription of the flesh they will eat (v.
18) explains the fierce wrath of God stated in 89These combinations of events demonstrate
historical and visional progression in the fisgbtsections (vv. 11-16 and vv. 17-18). This helps
to see that there is progression from each setitairbegins with “and | saw.”

Revelation 19:19-21 introduces the third sectiohene the beast and the false prophet
are judged. There are five points we need to cens(d) The kings of the earth and their armies
are referred to in the previous section (vv.17:&Bich demonstrates a progressive chronology.
(2) The latter half of verse 19 describes the vgairgst the Lord who was sitting on the horse
and against His army which connects us back with1:96. (3) The author in verse 20 makes a
description of the beast and the false prophethvieters back to their activity Revelation 13.
(4) Revelation 19:21 again demonstrates a prognessithis section by referring to the “sword”
which came out of the mouth of the Lord. Thus,@nse 15 the author describes the Lord and the
sword which comes out of his mouth and then ine@%the author reports that the sword is
used to kill the enemies of God. (5) The last paxterse 21 also demonstrates historical and
visional progressive chronology. Notice in verséslB that the birds are summoned to the
supper of the flesh of mankind and in verse 2kgadibes the birds actually eating the flesh of
mankind.

Therefore, the major theme of Revelation 19:11s2the coming of the Lord and the

judgment upon the beast, his army of followers @nedfalse prophet. The fourth section (20:1-3)
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deals with the last person of the unholy threesdwagice the close ties that the beast has with
Satan. Satan is first introduced and some of Higitaes cataloged in Revelation 12. Then in
Revelation 13:4 it says, “and they worshiped thegdn, because he gave his authority to the
beast; and they worshiped the beast, saying, ‘Wlike the beast, and who is able to wage war
with him?™ This connection is also brought outRevelation 20:10 when Satan is thrown into
the lake of fire just like the beast and the fgisgphet. In Revelation 20:1-3 section Satan is
confined in prison at the beginning of the thousgsals. He will not be able to deceive the
nations until after the thousand years. It is ttiert he will be released for “a short time” (v.3).
The fifth kol €eidov section (20:4-6) concentrates on those who s#t@thrones and the
martyrs who “came to life and reigned with Christ & thousand years.” The thousand years tie
Revelation 20:1-10 together in a historical progi@s (20:2, 3, 4, 5, 6, 7). The martyred saints
(v. 4) who did not worship the beast or take hiskntame to life in the first resurrection which
is at the beginning of the thousand years. The rohbtike beast and the doom of the beast is
mentioned in Revelation 19:20 which is associat#él the time period of the second coming of
Christ. This demonstrates that the event progressesthe judgment of the beast and the false
prophet at the second coming of Christ to the restion of the martyred saints who were
contemporary in time with the beast and his mfaflhese martyrs were resurrected at the
beginning of the thousand years for they must reigh Christ the entire thousand years (20:4-
5). Furthermore, the author not only uses a thaligears in his vision but also in his beatitude
(20:6). It is important to notice that the authbanges from the aorist tense “reigned with Christ

for a thousand years” in verse 4 to a future tefiswill reign” with Christ for a thousand years

10 This will be developed later in the paper.



in verse 6. This again demonstrates that Revel20o#-6 is future from the author’s
perspective. The future “reign” (20:6) correspondth the beginning of the thousand-year
reign. It is difficult to see how the thousand yeeould begin at the death and resurrection of
Christ as many amillennialists propose.

The sixth section (20:7-10) changes the introdyophrasecal eidov and gives a time
indicator by using the phrase “when the thousaraisyare completed.” Revelation 20:7
connects back with 20:3 which says, “until the themd years were completed” as well as the
phrase “after these things he must be releasea $bort time.” Notice the theme of Satan’s
deception on the nations. The deceiving of theonatis predicted in 20:3 yet this deception will
be prevented because of Satan’s imprisonmenthé&umbore, in 20:8-10 Satan’s deception on
the nations and the final battle and his defepteslicted. The time of Satan’s defeat (20:8-10) is
a thousand years after 20:4-6 (which we establigisdtie time of the second coming of Christ).
Furthermore, progress in time is seen from RewwalalB:20 - 20:10 by the tying together the
beast and false prophet’s doom with the doom adrSathe doom of the beast and the false
prophet happens at the second coming of ChriseireRtion 19:20. Revelation 20:1-3 indicates
the imprisoning of Satan for a thousand years had tafter these things” he is released for “a
short time” (20:3). This imprisonment is at the io@ing of the thousand years (20:2-3).
Revelation 19:20 and 20:4-5 use the mark of thettead the worship of the beast to indicate
that these two events happen at the same perimt@fthe second coming of Christ (19:20) and
the beginning of the thousand years (20:4-5). Tdftar the thousand years we see the events of
20:7-10. The climax comes with 20:10, which ties wWhole section of Revelation 19:20 - 20:10

together by mentioning the place of doom wherebtest and false prophet have been thrown a



thousand years earlier.

R. Fowler White agrees that “there is historicaladl as visional (revelatory) progress
between the visions of 19:11-2%."White and others refuse to believe that eidov (kai
eidon)is an indicator of historical progréésHe argues “when we consider the question of
historical progress between 19:11-21 and 20:168ptlkesence of the wor#ai eidonin 20:1 is
not relevant. The only relevant point is the contsrthe visions.* . However, the arguments
stated above have established a historical andnabprogression in thexi eidov sections of
19:11-16, 19:17-18, 19:19-21 (which White agrees) ia sections 20:1-3, 4-6, 7-1€c{l ot v,
kai hotar). Why would one not think that 20:1-80i €idov) section is also a historical and
visional progression with 19:11-21, especially sitlte judgment of the ungodly threesome (the

beast, false prophet and Satan) helps tie the xioimgether?

Daniel Seven

The latter part of Revelation19 and the first pdiiRevelation20 seems to parallel the

1 R. Fowler White, “Making Sense of Rev 20:1-10? Hetdoehner Versus Recapitulatiod@urnal of
the Evangelical Theological Sociedy (December 1994):540.

12 paul A. Rainbow, “Millennium as Metaphor in JohApocalypse,” Westminister Theological Journal
58 (Fall 1996):211, n. 8 argues for progressivewcblogy in Revelation 19:11 - 20:1&antraWhite), however he
still holds to an amillennial position from thesais.

13 White, “Making Sense of Rev 20:1-10? Harold Hoehversus Recapitulation,” p. 540.

14 william J. Webb, “Revelation 20: Exegetical Consatens,”Baptist Review of Theology (Fall
1994):15-16. He also argues in footnote #37 thae“might also note that the beast and false propti€:10 have
alreadybeen thrown into the lake of fire some time befdatan is thrown into the same location. Granteal, t
duration of the ‘time lapse’ is not specified. laynhave been moments or it may have been a leng#ryal.
However, if Rev 20:7-10 is the same battle as Hreysia battle of chapter 19 and all three playetkse triad get
captured in the same battle (as amillennialistgiss, one might ask why John does not simply ladivéree
players thrown into the lake of fire at the sameeti. . From a (straight) recapitulation perspectime would expect
in Rev 20:10 to read something like, ‘After thetleabf Gog and Magog, Satan was thrown into the lakfire
along withthe beast and false prophet.” (lbid., pp. 15-16)
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events of Daniel 7. As one compares these two Ipatakts, it seems to support the position that
Revelation 19 through Revelation 20 is a chron@algprogression and not a recapitulation.
Jack Deere says it this way:

The little horn of Daniel 7 parallels the beasRafvelation 13:1-8. Both the little
horn of Daniel and the beast of Revelation are &althve a worldwide empire
(Dan.7:7, 23; Rev.13:8). Both have victory over shets for "a time and times
and half a time" (Dan.7:25; Rev.12:14). Both arstag/ed by the Messiah at His
second advent (Dan.7:11, 26; Rev.19:20). Bothraftlrat immediately following
the destruction of the world ruler the kingdom iigeg to the saints (Dan.7:22, 27;
Rev.20:4-6). Thus it is apparent that a least upeaeign of the saints
Revelation 19:11-20:6 is following the same pat@&srDaniel 7. Since the world
ruler is yet future, the millennial reign must alsm future for the saints do not
reign or receive their kingdom until after his dastion. Thus on the basis of
Daniel 7 it is more natural to read Revelation 20:ds part of a chronological
progression in its larger context (19:11-20:15ntha a recapitulatiofi.

The Worship of the Beast and the Mark of the BeasAs an Indicator of Time

White says, “To appreciate the bearing of 15:1hmninterpretation of 19:11 - 20:10, we
need to remember that Christ’'s wrath against theayeddon rebels in 19:19-21 concludes the
plot line that was dropped in 16:16 and thus mangtré or less) coincide with the last plague of
God’s wrath in 16:17-21. This coincidence of 192Bwith 16:17-21 means that Christ’'s wrath

in 19:11-21 falls within the time frame which 1&4tablished for the completion of God’s

wrath.®

15 Jack S. Deere, "Premillennialism in Revelation 28:4Bibliotheca Sacrd 35 (Jan.-Mar., 1978): 60-61.

18 R. Fowler White, “Reexamining the Evidence for Retidation in Rev 20:1-10,Westminster
Theological Journabl (1989): 331, see also White, “Making Sense®f R0:1-10?,” pp. 547-48. White sees an
inconsistency in premillennialist who see God'sthrat the end of the millennium (20:8-9), when Ratien 15:1
indicates the seventh bowl finishes the wrath ofl Gderefore, White uses this argument as onesodtgjuments
for the recapitulation of Revelation 19:11-21 in72Q0. However, he does recognize that this isanadbsolute
statement on the wrath of God because he confireewitath of God in 15:1 to the “divine retributionhistory” for
God's wrath “continues interminably in eternity’Réexamining the Evidence for Recapitulation in R&1-10,” p.
330, n. 21). The writer would agree that God’s Wratintinues into eternity, however, why couldn’wvR&5:1 be
referring to the wrath that will end the three s¢ptdgments? Ladd writes, “Now this series comasstclimax;
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The last bowl plague not only falls under this gah&me period of Revelation 19:11-21,
but also all seven bowl plagues fall under thisegahtime period—near the end of the
Tribulation period. This time period is brought dwytfollowing the theme of the worship of the
beast and the false prophet or the worship ofrtieage of the beast and the theme of the mark of
the beast (Revelation 13:4-18; 14:9-11; 15:2; 16R11; 19:20; 20:4). First of all in Revelation
20:4, the martyrs did not worship the beast oirhege and did not receive the mark upon their
forehead or upon their hand and they “came tcalifd reigned with Christ for a thousand years.”
This reigning for a “thousand years” parallels tinge of Satan’s imprisonment in Revelation
20:2-3 for Satan is also bound for a “thousand g/&&towever one interprets the “thousand
years,” Satan is bound at the beginning of the “thousaats/ and these saints who were

martyred and did not worship the beast “came &odifid reigned with Christ” at the beginning of

with the visitation of the bowl plagues, God wid\re fully poured out his wrath in the particulantaxt of the

plagues which anticipate the final judgment. Theseds cannot be interpreted to mean that the pkagxkaust the
totality of God’s wrath”A Commentary on the Revelation of Jof@rand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972):204). Therefore,
Rev. 15:1 does not preclude God’s judgment at tlog[ethe millennium in Rev. 20:7-1], p. 204. Saso Friedrich
Dusterdieck Critical and Exegetical Handbook to the Revelatidrdohn in Meyer's Commentary, Trans. & ed.
Henry E. Jacobs (Winoa Lake, IN: Alpha Pub., 198fxint), p. 408; Alan JohnsoRgvelation12:546; Henry

Alford, The Greek Testame@@hicago: Moody Press, 1958 reprint), 4:693; Mayiitie Book of Revelatiop. 285,
n.1; Walvoord,The Revelation of Jesus Chrigt,226; OsborneRevelationp. 561, n. 2. ThomaRevelation 8-22

An Exegetical Commentargp. 567-85 argues that the seventh bow! begifReirelation 16:17 and ends 22:5.

Y Daniel WallaceBeyond the Basics: An Exegetical Syntax of the Nestamen{Grand Rapids:
Zondervan, 1996), pp. 202-03 explains the diffeecnetween the genitive, dative and accusativer.tfOne way
to remember the distinctions between the casesfoséithe is to remember the root idea of each chssvever,
under the five-case system this may prove a bitusamg. Therefore, for the cases used for timmay be helpful to
think in terms of theightcase system. The root idea of genitiveis kind. Thus the genitive of time expresses the
kind of time or time within which. The root idea of tlegative (not dat.) igposition expressingointin time. The
root idea for theccusativas extent Thus the accusative of time expressesttientof time.” In Revelation 20
there are six occurrences wherel000 years is Uibe€e are nominative (20:3,5,7) and three are ativas
(20:2,4,6). The accusative of time fits well witletpremillennialist view for the entire group widlign with Christ
the entire thousand years. However, the amilleisti@kecapitulation view) have martyred saints gntgethe reign
of Christ through out the millennium which does fibthe text. Charles E. Powell, “Progression \(exs
Recapitulation in Revelation 20:1-6: Some Overlabkeguments” (www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=2481,
August 2000), p. 8 says if the amillennialist isreat then “the genitive of time would be more ahbie. All other
occurrences of groups of plural subjects with theuaative of extent of time in the NT have therengroup
beginning and ending the period of time togethérNatt 20:6; 28:20; John 2:12; 11:6; Acts 21:7yvRe10; 9:10).”
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the “thousand years.” Most amillennialists decldua the beginning of the thousand years in
Revelation 20:1-6 is the death and resurrectiafestis Christ at his first coming (some may
include part of His ministry). If this is true, théhe martyrdom of these saints and their refusal
to worship and take the mark of the beast must bawarred before the death and resurrection
of Christ. If they lived and died after the deatid aesurrection of Christ (which is the beginning
of the “thousand years” for the amillennialist) thteey would not be able to reign with Christ
the full period of time like Revelation 20:4 deeat®

Secondly, most amillennialists place Revelatiorl@21 during the period of the second
coming of Christ. It is interesting that the autbbRevelation mentions the worship of the beast
and his mark at Christ’s second coming judgmeni2@0 Does the author do this because these
two beasts and their deception upon mankind argreong until they are judged in Revelation
19:207? | believe so. If so, Revelation 20:4 whiakntions the active deception of the worship of
the beast and his mark is also in the time perfddesecond coming. This would demand that
the “thousand years” must come after the secondnzpof Christ. Let’s try to develop this
argument.

The writer believes the whole period of Daniel' Tdeek (Revelation 6-19) is a period of
God’s wrath, but His wrath increases with intensisythe seal, trumpet and bowl! judgments are
brought forth. God'’s intense wrath is associateth ail seven bowl plagues (15:1, 7; 16:1).

Notice how the theme of the worship of the beadttdaa mark are connected with the seven

18 Harold Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 20,” plalso adds this argument:
“If we accept a literal 1,000-year reign of Christen it would mean that after that period Satdoris short time
released and deceives the nations as seen in Rernel@:7-9 and afterward is cast into the laké&ref But if one
thinks that the 1000-year reign of Christ referthi present church age and that Satan is bouilddimist’'s
second advent, at which time the new heaven arld agr ushered in, when will Satan be released &ivort time?

Those who hold to a nonliteral 1,000 years tenoeteague on this isste.
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bowls of God’s wrath in Revelation 14:9-11. It reatAnd another angel, a third one, followed
them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If anyone worships beast and his image, and receives a mark
on his forehead or upon his hand, he also willldahthe wine of the wrath of God, which is
mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger, dredwill be tormented with fire and brimstone

in the presence of the holy angels and in the poesef the Lamb. And the smoke of their
torment goes up forever and ever; and they hawvestalay and night, those who worship the
beast and his image, and whoever receives the ofidnik name.”” These verses warn the earth
dwellers who worship the beast that the full stteraj God’s wrath is about to come on them
and the eternal consequence with it. This fullrgite wrath points to the seven bowl judgments.
In the introduction to the bowl judgments in Reviela 15 the mark of the beast and his image is
mentioned. However, this time it is used in a pesisense to describe those who did not submit
to the beast. They are pictured “standing on theo$glass holding harps of God.” Notice bowl
one (16:2) and bowl five (16:10-11) specificallgtstthat the “loathsome and malignant sores”
are upon “men who had the mark of the beast andwdrship the image” (v. 2) and then in
verses 10-11 the pain of the sores is mentionechvidas pours out His darkness on the
kingdom of the beast. These sores and pain areotitehuation of the pain inflicted in verse

two. This observation points out that the firsefivowl judgments are in the same time period.
Bowl six (16:12-16) is the satanic preparationtfar battle of Har-Magedon. How did these
nations decide to come to war? Revelation 16:18¥dtate that the demonic spirits were sent
out by the unholy threesome (dragon, beast and fatsphet) to perform signs to deceive the
kings of the whole earth to obey the unholy thne@ gather them for war. We are not told what

signs the demons will perform, but we have alrdaglyn told how the threesome deceived the
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nations in Revelation 13:13-18. It states in Reveal3:13 that the false prophet uses “great
signs” and “causes all, the small and the great the rich and the poor, and the free men and
the slaves, to be given a mark on their right hanan their forehead.” It is through these signs
and the mark of the beast that the unholy threeiveavorship and allegiance from the kings of
the whole earth as well as individual people. &mss plausible that these kings will receive the
mark of the beast and follow him into war (cp. RE®.7-8). Finally, bowl seven (16:17-21)
coincides generally to the same time period witkidRation 19:19-21 which is the war of Christ
against the nations of the earth at His secondragpm

Now since all seven bowl judgments are in the sgemeral time period which leads to
the second coming of Christ and since Revelatioh721 is describing the judgment of the
second coming of Christ and coincides closely \W#velation 16:12-21 (the last two bowl
judgments), then Revelation 19:20 is referringi® deception which occurred at the time period
of the second coming of Christ. In other words,whmeship of the beast (and sometimes the false
prophet and the dragon) and the mark of the beasbe plotted from Revelation 13-16 and 19-
20 and can be connected with the immediate eveathrig to the second coming (Revelation
16), the second coming judgment (Rev. 19:20), hedfirst resurrection” of the saints after the
second coming (Rev. 20:4-5). Secondly, and mosbitaptly, Revelation 20:4-5 uses the mark
of the beast and the worship of the beast whicltates that the events of Revelation 20:4-5
happened at the same general period of time. We tawonstrated above that the mark of the
beast and the worship of the beast at least cadithrough the last two bowl judgments and the
second coming of Christ. This indicates that thenés of Revelation 20:4 will happen after the

second coming of Christ and the martyrs will refgth Christ a “thousand years” after the
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second return of Christ. We concluded this bec&eselation 20:4 says, these martyrs will
“live and reign with Christ for a thousand yearBtierefore, the recapitulation of the
amillennialist in Revelation 20:1-6 has great @diffty in establishing their view while the
premillennial view that the thousand years begiarahe second coming of Christ is

strengthened.

Summary

We see progressive, chronological events witlénvisions, in addition to being
successive progress within the visions. This pregyre seen through the judgment of God upon
the ungodly leadership set up by Satan. The chogiedl progression in Revelation 19:17-18
and in the following event of 19:19-21 are demaatgins of this. In the former, the birds are
called together for the feast and in the lattezythctually eat. Next, the book of Revelation
presents the unholy threesome in the following ati@rs: The false prophet, the Antichrist
(beast) and Satan. At the end of Revelation 19amt@f the three persons (the beast and the
false prophet) were judged. But nothing is saidualtioe third person (Satan). It would be natural
to see a continuation of the chronological progogss Revelation 20 with the judgment of
Satan. Finally, Revelation 20:7-10 also shows msgjon in chronological succession. Satan is
said to be cast into the lake of fire in Revela@®n10, rather than in 19:20, where it would be
natural for him to be mentioned if the unholy tls@me is judged at the same time. The fact that
Revelation 20:10 assumes that the false prophetrenideast are already judged and are already
in the lake of fire, is a strong argument for aortmiogical understanding of the visions.

In review, we have seen the following progressivmnology: (1) In Revelation 19:19-
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21 two persons of the unholy threesome are thromanthe lake of fire. (2) Tracing the theme of
the worship of the beast and the mark of the hagRevelation 13-16, one finds this theme
culminating in the second coming judgment in 198d therefore, connected with the general
time period of the judgment leading to the secamuiag of Christ. This theme is also seen in
20:4 and places the time period shortly after #mad coming of Christ where the resurrection
of the saints begins the thousand-year reign ofs€CHB) In Revelation 20:1-3 Satan is bound for
a thousand years, but wilk released. (4) In Revelation 20:7 the thousaadsyend and Satan is
released "for a short time" (v. 3). Notice the tes¢s the temporal worgvhen the thousand
years are completed . .. " to indicate progressidime. (5) In Revelation 20:10 Satan is
thrown into the lake of fire where the beast arelftise prophet are.

We also must add that the future tense "will reigrerse 6 which interprets verses 4-5
as future events from the church age supports@essive chronolog¥. Therefore, we

concluded that the context of Revelation 19-20mjlp supports a premillennial interpretation.

THE BINDING OF SATAN (Revelation 20:1-3)

Those who don't hold to a future millennial kingdanrmally try to prove that Satan is
bound in this present age. They would say thatrSates bound by the death of Christ on the
cross. Such passages like Mark 3:24-27 (Matthe®2t29) are used for support. It is not that
Satan is bound totally, but he is bound so thatilenot deceive the nations. In other words,
Satan will not be able to thwart the efforts of sitimary endeavors. Many who hold to this

position stress the point that Satan is boundfgreace to the nations, but he is not bound to the

19 More will be said about this below.
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individual person. Hoekema summarizes this viewwie says, "we conclude, then, that the
binding of Satan during the gospel age meansfihstt,he cannot prevent the spread of the
gospel, and second, he cannot gather all the esarhighrist together to attack the churéh."
Yet, this view of Satan's binding has several motd which are contrary to it. First, the
vision in Revelation 20:1-3 takes elaborate meastorashow the confinement of Satan which do
not fit the partial binding view. The andehas "a great chain" and “the kéivhich seems to
project the picture that the angel will bind Satdth a great chain and lock him in the "aby$s."
Hell, Hades and the abyss are not the same plaegeTs some debate about the contents of
Hades before the death and resurrection of Jesust Gtiowever, after Christ’s resurrection
Hades is the place where all the unbelieving saxdskept until the Great White Throne
Judgment in Revelation 20:11-15ell or Gehenna is also called the “lake of fice™the
second death.” These terms refer to the final pumnént for all the unbelievers (Rev. 20:11-15).
The word abyss is sometime translated “bottoml@ésspd has two basic usages in the New
Testament. Its predominant use describes the woderas the “place of imprisonment for

disobedient spirits” (Lk. 8:31; Rev. 9:1, 2, 11;2;117:8; 20:1, 3) and the second use describes

20 HoekemaThe Bible And The Futur@.228.

21 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 405 gives the following possibilities of thientification of the angel:
“Christ, the Holy Spirit, the twelve apostles, afdhe popes and Constantine the Great.” | wouteéagvith
Thomas that the “angel” is an angelic being wheoisimissioned by God to do this task.

22 There are four keys mentioned in Revelation:"thg &kDavid” (3:7), “keys of Death and Hades” (1:18)
“key to the shaft of the abyss” (9:1) and “the ké®0:1). The last three seem to refer to the aitthand control
which God has given to who every holds the key@sborneRevelationp. 699).

B The wordaBuooog (abyss) is used in the following verses in the N@stament: Lk. 8:31; Rom. 10:7;
Rev. 9:1, 2, 11; 11:7; 17:8; 20:1, 3.

24 MacLeod, “The Third, ‘Last Thing’: The Binding of&n (Rev. 20:1-3), pp. 474-75 gives a good
summary of these terms.
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the “realm of the dead” (Rom. 10:%)The abyss is the place where disobedient angels or
demons do not want to go (Lk. 8:31), the sourcefvehere the beast (Rev. 11:7; 17:8) comes,
the confinement of the terrible demonic creaturb&lvare loosed to plague the earth (Rev. 9:1,
2, 11), and the location where Satan will be imgwed (Rev. 20:1,3). The closest parallel to
Revelation 20:1-3 is Revelation 9:1-12. Both tévdse an angel who has a key to the abyss. In
Revelation 9 the abyss confines the creatures fmoyncontact on earth until the abyss is opened;
while in Revelation 20 the angel uses the key &ndpe abyss to confine Satan from influence
on the earth for a thousand ye#rs.

Notice also the elaborate words which John usescare Satan in the abyss: "shut it and
seal it over him." The vision seems to fit more ihea of a complete cessation of Satan's work
on earth. Powell is correct when he declares:

This is the most extensive description of imprisentranywhere in the NT. If the

other references to the imprisonment imagery ref@bsolute confinement, then

this passage must also. There seems to be norettsam for the extensiveness of
the imagery. John went to great lengths to makar ¢ckeat Satan is to be cut off

3. Jeremias,dpuacog’in Theological Dictionary of the New Testamestt, Gerhard Kittel, trans. and
ed. Geoffrey W. Bromiley (Grand Rapids: Eerdmar@§4), 1:9-10

26 Charles E. Powell, “Progression Versus Recapitutaith Revelation 20:1-6: Some Overlooked
Arguments,” pp. 10-11, n. 20 argues the followitBeale, The Book of Revelatip884 sees the abyss as a synonym
for ‘death and Hades.’ However, it seems that #ireydistinct. Only the demonic are related to tsa in
Revelation. Death and Hades seem mostly relatbdrt@anity. In Rev 6:8 death and Hades are persmuhiind
represent the judgment of death upon humanity hdeahe experience and Hades is the destinatieattDand
Hades are again used figuratively in 20:13-14iose who dwell in Hades and have experienced @sath
judgment. In the NT, Hades always appears to beldwe of the unbelieving dead (Matt. 11:23; 161@;15; Luke
16:23; 2:27; Acts 2:31; Rev. 1:18; Rev. 6:8; 20143, and is a realm from which they cannot escBpale, 987,
also argues that ‘the abyss is one of the varicetsypmors representing the spiritual sphere in wthieldevil and his
accomplices operate’ and this sphere ‘represesysritial dimension existing alongside of and ia thidst of the
earthly.” However, this does violence to the impnisient imagery of both 9:1-11 and 20:1-3. In evefgrence to
the abyss, the being or beings which are contamédnust emerge from it in order to interact witle human
realm. This suggests that the sphere of the abisshe realm of the dead, is separate from thénwef living
humanity, and those who dwell in the abyss haveamtact with those outside that sphere. This majaéx why
the demons of Luke 8:31 pleaded with Jesus nagnd shem to the abyss. It is a place of judgmetit md contact
with the sphere of humanity.”
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from the realm of humanity for [sic] 1000 yearsalhthe above cases where
imprisonment, and not simply conquest, are involtlkd imagery should be
taken in a straightforward manner and is compartblbe effects of
imprisonment in the human world in AD first centuBumans who are
imprisoned, especially those in solitary confineméave little or no contact with
the outside world. Satan also will have no cométit the world outside of the
abyss when he is imprisonéd.

Secondly, if we examine Mark 3 and Matthew 12 wseaver that the context of binding
is different from Revelation 20. The parallels act the same. Powell is correct when he argues:

The binding imagery used is in a parable abouted ffilundering a house. The
binding is neither meant to be completely restra&tnor permanent. In this case,
the context does limit the extent of the bindingt, ot through the use of purpose
statement. Instead the activity of Jesus is cleangaled, and the consequences
for Satan are delineated. The parallel in Luke 2#@monstrates that the binding
is not an image of imprisonment, but of conqueke details of Rev 20:1-3 are
quite different. It is part of a visionary sequemtevhich the imprisonment of
Satan has an impact on the other elements of theesee. In Rev 20:1-3 an angel
imprisons Satan and he is prevented from deceiviegvorld. In Matt 12:29 and
the parallels, Christ himself binds Satan, andSetéelpless from keeping

Christ from exercising His authority over the demofhe two passages have
more differences than they do similaritfés.

Thirdly, there are several passages in the Newalre=tt which indicate that Satan's

27 powell, “Progression Versus Recapitulation in Ratieh 20:1-6,” p. 4. Powell also states that “Beale
990, argues that the concept of the ‘abyss’ in Refom is non-absolute. He notes that in 6:8 ‘Had&srcises its
influence over the people of the earth. Howevemnistakenly assumes that the realm of the deadd$jaxhd the
Satanic realm are the same. While Satan has therpafvdeath, he does not have power over the déadannot
raise the dead, nor release the dead from Hadéectirit is only when the key is given him thatdaa release the
demons in Rev 9:1-11 or, presumably, the beastin. In Rev 6:8, Death and Hades are personalzethé
judgment of death that is executed on the eartlile/Batan and his minions are certainly involvethis judgment,
the inhabitants of Hades are not coming forth tecexe it. The shutting up of the pit is metaphdricaan absolute
removal of influence, rather than a limited curtaht of influence, but this does not rule out thabpbility that it is
a sphere of the spiritual world which prevents asde the physical world” (lbid., p. 12, n. 30).

28 powell, “Progression Versus Recapitulation in Ratieh 20:1-6,” p. 3. Beal&;he Book of Revelation
p. 985 argues that the “context and not the metaphdself, must determine what degree of resticts intended.”
He does not believe that the binding of Satan ineRdion 20:1-3 is absolute. Powell responds lyyngg “While
this is true per se, a purpose statement can tatly why an action of imprisonment is taken, netdegree of
restriction intended. . . The purpose statemens do¢ determine the degree of restriction at i determined by
the language used for the restriction” (“Progressiersus Recapitulation in Revelation 20:1-6,” p. Powell
demonstrates his point on pages 2-4 and conclhd¢Satan’s imprisonment is absolute for one thodis@ars.
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activity is not even partially bound. First Joha%says "the whole world lies in the power of
the evil one." First Peter 5:8 proclaims the freadudf Satan by saying, "Your adversary, the
devil, prowls about like a roaring lion seeking gmme to devour.”" Then in 2 Corinthians 4:3-4
Paul tells us how Satan blinds the minds of methedruth of the gospel, "And even if our
gospel is veiled, it is veiled to those who aragteng, in whose case the god of this world has
blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they Imigot see the light of the gospel. .2 ."
Someone may say that these verses only apply tacthaty of Satan who deceives individuals.
But what is involved in deceiving nations if itnst the deception of individuals on a mass level?
History itself does not indicate that Satan is lwbsa that he is unable to deceive the nations.
One only has to look at the 20th century activitiNazi Germany, Red China and Russia. G. C.
Berkouwer is one amillennialist who does not badiéivat Satan is bound in this present age. He
says:

The language Revelation uses here [20:2-3] is fotead radical . . . Those who

interpret the millennium as already realized inhistory of the church try to

locate this binding in history. Naturally, sucheffort is forced to find evidence

for a radical elimination of Satan’s power in thaglized millennium’. . . . The

necessary relativizing of John’s description ofaf& bondage (remember that

Revelation 20 speaks oshutandsealedpit) is then explained by the claim that,

although Satan is said to deceive the nations me ifws. 3), this does not

exclude satanic activity in Christendom or indivatlpersons. I think it is

pertinent to ask whether this sort of interpretatieally does justice to the radical

proportions of the binding of Satan—that he wilt he freed from imprisonment

for a thousand year8.

Fourthly, if the binding of Satan is the resultloé finished work of Christ on the cross

then can this deception be done after the thougaas? The answer to this question must be

29 Other verses may be added such as Acts 5:3; 26:@8r. 7:5; 2 Cor. 2:11; 11:14-15; Eph. 2:2; 2 Tim.
2:26, etc.

30 G. C. BerkouwerStudies in Dogmatics: The Return of Ch(istand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972), p. 305.
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yes for Revelation 20:3 and 7-8 declare that dfftethousand years are completed Satan goes
out to deceive the nations again. Then how cans€Cti¢ and bind Satan from deceiving the
nations with his finished work on the cross, buRevelation 20:7-8 there is time when Satan
will not be bound and can deceive the nations? #e la conflict here. The same finished work
of Christ turns out to be the unfinished work ie fature because Satan does in the future what
he cannot do now because of Christ's work on thesét

There are those who believe the binding of Satamly a general binding where he
cannot thwart the spreading of the gospel to thiems They believe the precise thrust of
Revelation 20:1-3 is to prevent Satan from inciting eschatological "war to end all wars," by
deceiving the nations "to gather them togethetHerwar" (20:8). Satan wants to rush God into
judgment to some how destroy his plan, but Godbleamd him and will not let him do it until
the appointed tim&.

The problem with this view is what kept Satan frimitiating the final battle before the
cross? If when he is unbound in the future he wdite this final war, what kept him from doing
it before the cross? If we say God prevented homfdoing it then what is the difference
between God's prevention of the final war of alds before the cross and the so-called binding
during this age? In Revelation 20:3 it says that imding prevents Satan from deceiving the

nations "any longer®® Therefore, Satan must have deceived the natidiosebthis time. Before

31 3. Lewis Johnson, Jr., Believers Chapel Tapes 8&8)drx.: "Divine Purpose series," tape #16.

32 David Chilton,The Days of Vengean¢eort Worth: Dominion Press, 1988)), pp.500-506alBeThe
Book of Revelatigmpp. 984-89.

3 As we have argued above the language in Revela@idn?2 indicates a binding which does not refer to
decrease in attempts or failure in attempts poeventionfrom any attempt to deceive the nations whileghgose
clauseiva pm mAavnon in Revelation 20:3 conveys the failure in Satat€seption. See also Richard A. Ostella,
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the cross we see world wars and after the crosseeevorld wars. If the binding deals with wars
then there is no difference here? We would agraeShtan is prevented by God to muster the
final war of all times until God so directs, buetdeception which Satan does must happen
before the binding and after the binding accordmBevelation 20:3 and 7-8. Yet, if this
involves war then the age we live in is no différisom the age before the cross. Matter of fact,
in the 20th century we have had two world wars.dbleclude that this understanding of the
binding of Satan does not do justice to the texbdristory.

White believes the premillennial chronological aggarh to Revelation 19:11 - 20:1-3 has
a problem. Why would God want to protect the natibom Satan’s deception (20:3) when God
has allowed both the deception and destructionl tii@nations in Revelation 19:19-2%First
of all, the progressive chronological sequenceafdRation 19:11 - 20:3 has already been
addressed above in this article. Secondly, notyewer in all the nations is destroyed in the battle
of Revelation 19:15-21. Only the unbelievers wél e destroyed at this battle but not the
saints®® According to Revelation 12:5 and 19:15 Christ wile the nations in the future. In the

future new heavens and earth the nations will éadsbrding to Revelation 21:24, 26; 22:2. This

“The Significance of Deception in Revelation 20:@/éstminster Theological Journar (Winter 1975): 236-38;
Powell, “Progression Versus Recapitulation in Raten 20:1-6,” pp. 6-7; and Jeffrey L. Townsents, the Present
Age the Millennium?'Bibliotheca Sacr& (July-September 1983): 217.

34 \White, “Reexaming the Evidence for RecapitulatiomRiev 20:1-10,” p. 321.

% There are other views concerning the identity efriations in Revelation 20:3: (1) They are the beas
and his demonic armies (JohnsBavelation 12:587); (2) Not all the people joined in thetleadf Revelation
19:19-21 and later join Satan when he is loos¢bdeaénd of the millennium (JohnsdRevelation 12:587; George
Ladd,A Commentary on the Revelation of Jg@nand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1972):262-63; Moumbe, Book of
Revelationp. 353; OshorndRevelationp. 702); (3) This is an example of the confligtideas found in the book of
Revelation (BeckwithThe Apocalypse of Johpp. 722,739); and (4) They are the rest of thetdeho are raised
and judged in Revelation 20:11-15 (J. Webb Meafter the Thousand Years: Resurrection and Judgiment
Revelation 2qSheffield: Sheffield Academic Press, 1992), pt0-42).
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is consistent with the Old Testament which indisdtet the nations will come and worship the
Lord (Psalm 86:9; Isaiah 2:2; 66:19-20; JeremidlY 3Micah 4:1-5; Zechariah 8:20-23; 14:16-
19) 3 Therefore, Christ at his second advent will dgsaibthose who follow the beast
(Revelation 13:7-8, 15-17; 16:13-14; 19:17-21) titnet saints will not take the mark of the beast
and thus many will be martyred (Revelation 7:9,¥314:12-13). Some of the saints will

survive the Tribulation and will enter the millenm while others will be resurrected to enter the
millennium (Matthew 24:38-44; 25:31-46; Luke 17:22: Revelation 20:4). Thirdly, those
saints who make it through the Tribulation will oestitute the nations (Revelation 12:13-17;
Zechariah 14:16-2F).Powell argues that “the protection from the nagifmom Satan’s

deception is viewed as a whole, not at the beggafrthe 1000-year period. With this in view,

it is best to seex €0vn [the nations] as entities in and of themselved, rat in terms of
unbelievers versus believers. Indeed, unbelievers wictims of Satan’s deception in 16:1-16
and 19:20, and will be in 20:7-10, but this hag#Hect on the nations as a whole. It is this effect
that the nations are protected from during the évitlium.*®

In summary, we conclude that the binding of Sa&ders to his activity of deception

3¢ Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 20,” p. 252.
37 |bid.; ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 411; Webb, “Revelation 20: Exegetical Consitiens,” p. 14.

38 powell, “Progression Versus Recapitulation in Ratreh 20:1-6,” pp. 5-6. Arndt, William, Frederick.W
Danker, and Walter Bauek, Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament aheéiEarly Christian Literaturg
3rd ed. (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 20p0276. give their first meaning to th@vo¢ as “a body of
persons united by kinship, culture, and commoniticats, nation, peoplé.This fits Powell's mean o€0vog. The
word nation £§0vog) is not used in John’s epistles and only usedftfines in the Gospel of John. Yet, each of these
verses refer to the nation of Israel (John 11:48,662; 18:35 - being singular). However, it isdi88 times in the
book of Revelation. Seven of these referencesnateei context of a phrase like “every tribe andgtenand people
and nation” or “the peoples and tribes and tonguresnations” (Rev. 5:9; 7:9; 10:11; 11:9; 13:7;614:7:15). It
seems that BDAG's use dfdivog fits these 23 uses in Revelation. (See @lseological Dictionary of the New
Testament2:369. The context may allow one to be more djgeci
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upon all mankind who follows the beast and Satdue Ginding of Satan is not connected to the
cross in the sense that the binding is taking placair age. It refers to a future incarceration of
Satan after the second coming of Christ lastingpagsand years while the overcomers reign on

the earth.

RESURRECTION: THE SAINTS COME ALIVE AND REIGN
FOR A THOUSAND YEARS (20:4-6)
Who Are They Who Reign With Christ?

Revelation 20:4 begins with thrones being set upthose who sat on them were given
the authority to judge. We must remember that Dahis the background of this section. As one
reads Daniel 7, it becomes obvious that all thetsaf all ages are involved here (cp. Daniel
7:9, 13-14,18, 22, 27). The major debate here i avk those who will sit on the throne? There
are four major views on this point. First, someniifg the “they” in Revelation 20:4 with Christ,
the apostles and some of the saints (Matt. 19:ABe122:30; 1 Cor. 6:2-3Y.However, the
absent of any mentioning of the apostles in théecdmmakes this difficult. Also Christ is the
one who gives the right to judge and not the recipof that authorit§® Secondly, some propose

that the twenty-four elders who represent the dhsitupon the throné$ However, the context

39 A. T. Robertsonword Pictures in the New Testamé@Nashville: Broadman Press, 1933), 6:458; H. B.
Swete, The Apocalypse of St. Jqi8f ed. (Grand Rapids: Kregel, 1977 reprint):261; GBRasley-Murray, “The
Book of Revelation,” rev. ed. in tidew Century Biblical Commenta¢iyondon. Marshal, Morgan and Scott,
1978):293.

% ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 414.

41 Chilton, ,The Days of Vengeangep. 508-09; WalvoordRevelation 296; Disterdieck Critical and
Exegetical Handbook to the Revelation of Jgim 464-65.
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does not mention how many thrones are set up res idonention the twenty-four elde¥s.

There is also the difficulty in taking the tweniyuf elders as a representative group where as
those who sit on the throne are individudighirdly, some believe that the martyrs in theiear!
part of the book are in vieff.However, why are the martyrs the only ones in weven John
elsewhere indicates that every believer will shar€hrist’'s reign (2:26-28; 3:12, 21; 5:10; cf. 1
Corinthians 6:2-3)? The other difficulty with this view is that thesierrection of the martyrs

and their reign with Christ is specifically spelledt at the end of the verse 4 which would make
the previous part of the verse to be repetititide fourth view seems to fit best. It claims that
the saints will sit upon the thrones (v. 4a) arelntfartyrs are in view in verse 4‘cThomas

gives the best exegetical support when he goestbable armies of Revelation 19:14, 19 as the

42 William Lee, “The Revelation of St. John The Divjhin The Bible Commentayed. F. C. Cook (Grand
Rapids: Baker, 1981 reprint), 10:794-95.

43 David J. MacLeod, “The Fourth ‘Last Thing’: The Mihnial Kingdom of Christ (Rev. 20:4-6),”
Bibliotheca Sacrd 57 (January, 2000): 55, n. 38; Jack S. Deergnilennialism in Revelation 20:4-6g. 63.

44 Beckwith, The Apocalypse of Johp. 739; JohnsorRevelation 12:582-83 and Mouncé&he Book of
Revelationp. 355 believe there is a second group mentitimetcddid not worship the beast (20:4c). Osborne,
Revelationp. 705 says, “I believe it is indeed the martyl® are the focus throughout 20:4 but that allshiats
are also intended in the larger context.” D. E. &uiiRevelation 17-22Word Biblical Commentar{Nashville, TN:
Nelson, 1997) 52C:1084-85 supports the martyrstipodby saying, “The identity of those seated omftttrones is
surely connected with the resurrected martyrs whdwice said to reign with Christ . . . accordiod3:21, the one
who conquers will sit with the exalted Christ os thirone. The narrative order of this pericopeoisim proper
temporal sequence, for John first sees the thranéshose seated on them, i.e., the souls of thymmavho had
been beheaded and who had experienced the fitst@eson, an instance bf/steron-proterorfAllo, 285). The
disorganized character of this pericope resulth boim the author’s tendency to use the literanyickehysteron-
proteron,i.e., reversing the logical order of narrative ritgg(a device he frequently uses elsewhere; se8Rel 7;
5:5; 6:4; 10:4, 9; 20:4-5; 22:14), and from hisdimcy to describ&herean individual or group of people sits
before describing them.”

> ThomasRevelation 8-22pp. 413-14.
“® 1bid., p. 413. CharleRRevelation 2:182-83 tries to rearrange the text.

47 | add,Revelation of Johrp. 263.
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antecedent to the “they” in verse #&hrist comes on His white horse to conquer theniee
on the earth (19:11-13,19) and the saints in thibite clothes and white horses are following
Him (19:14)?° The inevitable principle that the conqueror tatesiinion and rules over the
conguered is seen hefelhe glorified saints are promised to be aparhisf tule earlier in
Revelation 2:26-28 and 3:21. It seems plausibletths is the same group of people who are the
Bride of the Lamb in Revelation 19:7>8.Some would also extend the armies of Christ as th
saints of all ages. They would point to Daniel 7:28 and 27 which indicate the Old Testament
saints are part of the group. In Matthew 19:28ttedve apostles are presented as part of the
group and 1 Corinthians 6:2-3 would include therchisaints (cf. Rev. 2:26-28; 3:21; 5:£0).
This all seems to fit nicely here, but Revelati@2is not that explicit. There is nothing that
seems to contradict this point, but there is n@thivat seems to demand it. At least we can say
from the context that the saints that make up thees of the Lord (19:14, 19) and possibly the
bride of the Lamb (19:7-8) are those who are gjtn the thrones.

In addition to the thrones and those who sat omtld®hn mentioned “the souls” of the
martyrs who had been faithful witnesses for Jeduss€and did not worship the beast or take

his mark. Some have tried to maintain that theeehao groups (2 and ¥ group in 20:4) which

8 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 414.

493, A. SeissThe ApocalypséGrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1976 reprint):457; TheyiRavelation 8-22
p.388. See also Beal€he Book of Revelatippp. 960-61.

*0 SeissThe Apocalypsep. 457-58.
°! ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 414.

°2 David J. MacLeod, “The Millennial Kingdom of ChrifRev. 20:4-6),” p. 55; LaddRevelation of John
pp. 363-64.
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are described as “those who had not worshipedehstlor his image, and had not received the
mark upon their forehead and upon their hand.” lagor problem with making a third group of
people different from the martyrs (the second gjasinothing is said about their death. If this

third group is considered to be alive and diffeffemtn the martyrs then it is difficult to see how
the verb "they came to live" could apply to thedngroup? Therefore, it seems that the phrase
"and those who" kafi oitiveg) should be translated "that is, those" or “evears#i and

continue with further description of the martyrstioé second group of peopfeQOr it may be

best in the light of Revelation 13:15 to consider third group is separate from the beheaded

saints but still part of the martyts.

%3 Deere, “Premillennialism in Revelation 20:4-6,"6%; David J. MacLeod, “The Millennial Kingdom of
Christ (Rev. 20:4-6),” p. 56, n.45; Lad”evelation of Johm. 263.

** Thexai would be explanatory (“that is” or “namely”) orasisive (“even”). Either case gives further
information about the same group of people.

°> Some would find two groups of people in Revelarb-c because the antecedentiafivec (“those
who,” indefinite relative pronoun, nominative malee plural) could not refer todg Yuyag (souls) for it is an
accusative feminine plural noun. Therefarésivec is the subject of new group of people. Howevegrdhis another
way to understand this problem. Consider the falgwpoints. There are nine places whéoe1¢ is found in the
book of Revelation (1:7,12; 2:24; 9:4; 11:8; 12:13;12; 19:2; 20:4). Seven of the cases explaithéurthe
description of the previous point in the verse. ldoer, 20:4 has s that precedes the indefinite pronoun. There is
only three other places in the NT where this carcsion is found (Mt. 5:41; 23:12; Rev. 1.7). TheotMatthew
verses do not continue the identity of the previgimip (BealeThe Book of Revelatiop. 1001). However, these
cases in Matthew have the{ 6atig construction at the beginning of the sentencerandn the middle of the
sentence like in Revelation 20:4. The only vers&his the closest parallel to Revelation 20:4 év®ation 1:7.
The indefinite relative pronoun in Rev. 1.7 is ammative masculine plural and near the middle efgbntence.
This construction introduces a group which is asstibf the previous group (Deere, “PremillennialisrRevelation
20:4-6," p. 65; BealeThe Book of Revelatipp. 1001). This supports my interpretation. &lso interesting to see
that relative pronouns that are not in formal agreet with their antecedent is not uncommon in theklof
Revelation. (Deere, “Premillennialism in RevelatR(14-6,” p. 65 gives these examples: 1:15,19,2); 5
11:4,9,11,15; 14:7; 17:3; 19:1) It is the phenomeadedconstructio ad sensuriVallace Greek Grammar Beyond
the Basicsp. 337 concurs by saying, “not infrequently relatpronouns [RP] do not follow the basic rules of
agreement. Sometimes the gender of the RP doesatoh that of the antecedent, usually becausenskse
agreement superseding syntactical agreensenis{ructio ad sensum Wallace goes on to illustrate that this
phenomena can involve gender and case (p. 337A8%his can apply to indefinite relative pronoupp.(343-45).
This seems to help explain the gender change irlRton 20:4. The case changeotfiveg to a nominative is

because it is the subject of the clause and thegehiam gender seems to beamstructio ad sensum
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There is a debate whether the “the souls” in véraee disembodied soti®r
resurrected embodied persgn#lany premillennialists interpret the word “soutss resurrected
embodied persons and many amillennialists integgrétas disembodied souls. Some scholars
have pointed out the parallel between Revelati®nl8: and Revelation 20:428This is done to
support their position that the saints in Revela20:4-6 are not bodily resurrected and enter the
millennial kingdom, but they have died and themlsdhave entered the intermediate state in
heaven where they are waiting the Lord's return.nist admit that Revelation 6:9-11 refers to
intermediate state, but this doesn't mean that pasisages are identical. Ramsey Michaels
summarizes this argument:

The reference to "the souls of those who werediite the word of God and for
the witness which they had" (6:9) corresponds ¢yo®e"the souls of those who
were slaughtered for the witness of Jesus andéowbrd of God" (20:4).
Apparently the same group is in view in both ins&s. . . except that in chapter
6 the number is not yet complete (v.11). This ekioephowever, is important
because it serves as a caution against simplyiaguie two passages. They are
obviously related, but their relation is one of touity rather than simple

identity. There is a progression from 6:9-11 to426; so that if the former refers
to the intermediate state (as it clearly does))dtter must refer to a subsequent
stage in the experience of the martyred saints @ only be bodily
resurrection at the coming of Christ. There isramompleteness about the
situation of the group described in chapter 6. Téweywaiting and crying out,
"How long, O holy and true Master, before you gasgment and avenge our
blood from the dwellers on the earth” (6:10). Alilgb they have died, they are
still clearly on this side of the consummation To put it in simplest terms, the
prayer of 6:9-11 is answered in 20:4-6 . . . THerimediate state in Revelation is

%6 Swete The Apocalypse of St. Jaim 262; Hendrikseriviore Than Conquerorpp. 230-31; James A.
Hughes, “Revelation 20:4-6 and the Question oMiieennium,” Westminster Theological Journab (1973): 289.

>" SeissLecture on the Apocalypsé59-60; BerkouwelReturn of Christp. 304; Deere, “Premillennialism
in Revelation 20:4-6,” p. 66-67.

%8 \Webb, “Revelation 20: Exegetical Considerationq.” 0-32; BealeThe Book of Revelatippp. 998.
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thus seen as a state of longing and anticipatiotmliike our physical existence
here and now. The prayer "How long?" correspondstxto the prayers of the
suffering righteous on earth in the Old Testamerg.( Ps.13:2ff; 79:5;
Zech.1:12). Though the saints are given a white @i told to "rest” (6:11; cf.
14:13), this grace is only a temporary measure.réakanswer to their plea is the
glory of an actual resurrection, granted at laz(m-6>°

John in Revelation 20:4 says that the disembodeatsScame to life and reign with
Christ for a thousand years.” Therefore, the baitteind is whether Revelation 20:4 refers to
physical resurrection or not. One piece of the fuaich will help answer this question is
where are these “souls” reigning? Is it in heavearoearth? Webb has given the following
arguments to point to the reigning on the saintseton the eartff:(1) The pericope before and
after 20:4-6 takes place on earth. Revelation 30ridicates that the angel descends from
heaven to imprison Satan in the abyss and Revela@c7-10 depicts Satan leading a battle on
earth against the Lord. (2) Revelation 5:10 prositbat the saints are made to be a “kingdom of
priests to our God; and they will reign on the edrEome may try to fulfill this in the new
heavens and new earth, however, there is no expfeirence that connects with this period.
Furthermore, there are only two passages (Rev: 8:6; cf. 1:6) which connects the saints’
priesthood with reigning on the earth. This is twosay that the saints do not continue to reign in
the new heaven and new earth, but John’s focusisitihe millennial reign on earth.

It is also important to consider when will the gaireign. Is it now or in the future? The

9. Ramsey Michaels, "The First Resurrection: A Rasp,"Westminster Theological Journa® (Fall,

1976):107-108. WehBRevelation 20: Exegetical Considerations,” pp-30and MacLeod, “The Fourth ‘Last
Thing’: The Millennial Kingdom of Christ (Rev. 208),” p. 56, n. 43 agree that the souls in verseet
disembodied souls who are then raised from the (f¢faely came life”) and given resurrection bodies.

0 \Webb, “Revelation 20: Exegetical Considerationg,” 32-34.

%1 bid. p. 34, n. 87.



30

writer has argued above that the context favorgithe period and events which culminate in the
second coming of Christ. The plot of the worshipgha&f beast and the mark of the beast can be
traced in Revelation 13-16 and 19-20. Most comntergglace Revelation 19:20 in the context
of the second coming of ChritHere the beast and the false prophet are connextiethe
deception and worship of the beast and his marktadare thrown into the lake of fire. The
same topic is mentioned in Revelation 20:4. In teisse the saints did not worship the beast or
receive his mark which places the events of verigetde same time period which leads up to the
second coming of Christ. Having these points firmlplace we can investigate the meaning of

the phrase, “they came to life and reigned withi€Hor a thousand years.”

Who Are Those Who Will Live?

In Revelation 20:4-5 we see the important verb Wwinctranslated in verse 4 as “they
came to life” and in verse 5 as “the rest of thadddid not come to life.” What does this mean?
Before we answer this question, we need to notiaerhost of verse 5 functions as a parenthesis
and the phrase, "This is the first resurrectioféngto the latter part of verse 4. The following
translation may help: “and they came to life andmed with Christ for a thousand years. (The
rest of the dead did not come to life until theuband years were completed.) This is the first
resurrection.” Secondly, there has been some delzatdly how to translate the verb
“live”( Caw) in verses 4-5. It is probably best to translatéhiey came to life” §{noav, an

ingressive aorist) in v. 4, but in verse 5 the station “they lived” €{noav, a constative aorist)

52 postmillennialist would not accept this position.
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is acceptable and does not play a major role ichvhiillennial view one accepts.

Then what does it mean that "they came to life®& Word can be use of spiritual life
(regeneration) in the NT, but it could not meais tinere for the people who are coming alive
have already died (cp. v. 4). We find no bibliaa¢gort of anyone being born again after they
are physically died.

Others try to say that it refers to the souls ohmo have entered into heaven in the
intermediate state prior to physical resurrectldowever, the verdaw is rarely used for a soul
living after death that doesn't refer to a boddgurrection (cp. Lk.20:37fff.In other words, this
is a rare use of this word. Secondly, one of tlobl@ms with taking these verses as the
intermediate state is that John calls this cominigfe the first resurrectiorsvdotaoicg) in
verse 5. Out of about 41other times the word restion is mentioned in the NT only one time
does it fail to refer to a bodily resurrectiontherefore, the use of the word “they came to life”
in combination with “resurrection” strongly supp®# bodily resurrectiofs.

The immediate context strongly supports a physesiirrection as the meaning for “they

53 Beale, The Book of Revelatiop, 1000; Nigel Turner, “SyntaxA Grammar of New Testament Greek
by James Hope Moulton, (Edinburgh: Clark, 1963J; &. T. RobertsonA Grammar of the Greek New Testament
in the Light of Historical ReseargiNashville: Broadman, 1934), p. 833; and Walld@eek Grammar Beyond the

Basics p. 559 think it is better to takKeiw as an ingressive in verse 4.

%4 Hoekema;The Bible In The Future. 233. BealeThe Book of Revelatiopp. 1008-10 uses Lk. 20:37-
38 and 1 Pet. 4:6 as examples from the New Testantda also mentions several other extra-biblisalsuto bolster
his position. Howeverdw is used 31 times in Johannine books and thissusetifound unless Rev. 20:4 is the
exception. Beale attempts to use Rev. 2:10-11uppsrt by saying “presumably, and plausibly, thearl of life
commences at the point of death, so that the fiocsl0-11 is on spiritual resurrection, which s against
spiritual death” (p. 1008). The “presumably, anauysibly” demonstrate the weakness of this possilbdepretation..

8 This reference is Luke 2:34. One more debated passhich they might claim would be Luke 20:28ff

8 we may also add that the Greek word translated/'thene to life" is used by John with the same Greek
tense in Revelation 2:8 as a reference to our &droldily resurrection (cf.1:18). Then in Revelati$114 it refers to
a physical resuscitation of a mortal wound.
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came to life” E{nowav). The coming alive refers back to the contextef first half of verse 4
where it says the "souls of those who had beendukstk. . . and [even] those who had not
worshiped the beast or his image. . . ." Since tbsytheir lives physically, it seems natural to
think that they came alive physicafyYet, a stronger argument is the context indicafians

the parallel use of "came to life" in verses 4 &n®ean Alford has a classic word on this point:

If, in a passage whete/o resurrectiongre mentioned, where certajoy ot

é(noav [souls lived] at the first, and the rest of texpoi é(noav [dead lived]

only at the end of a specified period after that fi--if in such a passage the first

resurrection may be understood to mepmitual rising with Christ, while the

second meangeral rising from the grave; --then there is an endlof a

significance in language, and Scripture is wipetlasua definite testimony to any

thing. If the first resurrection is spiritual, thea is the second, which | suppose

none will be hardy enough to maintain: but if tee@nd is literal, then so is the

first, which in common with the whole primitive Cloln and many of the best

modern expositors, | do maintain, and receive aarticle of faith and hop¥®.

It can be concluded that Revelation 20:4 must reféelievers while the verb "did . . .
come to life" €{noav) in verse 5 must refer to unbelievers. If #d@oav in both verses refers
to a physical resurrection, there is no problent.iBooth verses refer to spiritual resurrection
then we are confronted with insurmountable problerhss would imply the unbelieving dead of
verse 5 would live spiritually in heaven after theusand years are completed like the martyrs
of verse 4. Yet, this would support universal sabra If you make the first one spiritual
resurrection in verse 4 and the last one in versieySical resurrection then Alford’s

admonishment applies.

Therefore, some who hold an amillennial view codttrat the word "until"¢xpt ) in

67 OsborneRevelationp. 718.

68 Henry Alford, The Greek Testamert,732-33. Alford also stresses this point in hisolBgomena”
section volume 4, page 252.
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verse 5 does not imply that the unbelieving deddlwe again. They say the phrase "the rest of
the dead did not come to life until the thousanargavere completed” is equivalent to saying
that "the second death had power on the rest adehd during the thousand years and they also
did not live after the thousand years were comgl&te

Yet, this argument does not hold up grammaticdlhere are two kinds of construction
which follow the word "until." There are preposita phrases (e.g., Rom.5:13) and there are
clausal constructions (e.g., Rev.7:3; 15:8; 28)3Each time the clausal construction is used it
refers to some change after the appointed timedtaT his is how the word "until" is used in
Revelation 20:3. If John did not accept the imgiaraof the "until” clause then why the clause?
Why didn't he just say the "rest of the dead didawmne to life? The “until” clause would not be
needed’ But the "until" clause is needed in the contextefefore, we conclude that the two
verbs "live" refers to bodily resurrection. Thesfiresurrection is at the seconding coming of
Christ just before the millennium. The second resziron is after the millennium.

Meredith Kline proposes a double binary pattertrydo establish that the first

resurrection as spiritual and the second as pHyisi&evelation 20:4-6? He sets up the

89 James A. Hughes, "Revelation 20:4-6 And The Quegfdrhe Millennium," pp. 301-2; Hoekemghe
Bible And The Futurep. 236.

0 Beale, The Book of Revelatiopp. 1016 agrees with Deere, “Premillennialism ivé&tation 20:4-6,” pp.
68-69 when he says, “Noypt occurs three times in Revelation with the aoustjsnctive (7:3 ... 15:8 ... 20:3).
In each of these uségpt more than implies a change which ‘occurs aftepibiat to which it refers is reached.’
Furthermore, exactly the same expressions areing3 and 20:5 . . . and 20:3 clearly contemglatehange
after the thousand years are completed.”

"L Deere, "Premillennialism in Revelation 20:4-6,'68-69; S. Lewis Johnson, Jr., "The Divine Purpose,”
tape series #17.

2 Meredith G. Kline, “The First ResurrectionfVestminster Theological Journal 83pring 1975): 366-75.
See also Beal@ he Book of Revelatiopp. 1005-07.
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following chiastic arrangement:

first physical death of the saints-------------——----emnm--- first spiritual resurrection of the
saints

A B
second physical resurrection of the wicked------------------ second spiritual death of the
wicked

B A

Kline says the “two binary patterns are combindd amcomplex double pattern with antithesis
between the parts with each paie( the first-new contrast) and also between thepwics
themselves, the one having to do with death anadttier with resurrection. As we shall see
there is also a criss-crossing pattern of connedigiween the two pairs, ‘the first resurrection’
and ‘the second death’ being the explicit and ntetaépal members of the two pairs, while the
first death links with the second resurrectionhbdaging implicit and literal”™ Therefore, Kline
would conclude that the above exegetical obsematiovides evidences that the first
resurrection in Revelation 20:4 to be spiritual #melresurrection in Revelation 20:5 to be
physical. Thus in his mind establishing an amiliahmterpretation of Revelation 20:4-5.

Kline begins his argument to distinguish betweentito resurrections by trying to
establish the understandingrgwtog (“first”) not in a chronological sense but in amtighetical
sense. Kline uses three places in the New TestafRentlation 21; Hebrews 8-10 and 1

Corinthians 15) to establish this. After he devsltdps usage oftpwtog as antithetical it is

3 Ibid., pp. 370-71.
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applied to Revelation 20:4/6He would concluded that the first resurrectiorir{ggl) is
antithetical to the second resurrection (physical).

However, the chronological usagemgwrtog is overwhelmingly used in the New
Testament and especially in the book of ReveldaiiRev. 1:17; 2:4, 5; 2:8; 4:1, 7; 8:7; 13:12,;
16:2). It is also important to stress that the sabis resurrection (20:5) and “came to life” (vv.
4, 5) in combination witltpwtoc.” There is no other place thapwtog andévdotaoig
(resurrection) are found in close proximity (excApts 26:23 though this verse does not help us
here). However, the concept of first (“first frait dmapy ) is found with “has been raised”
(having the thought of resurrection) in 1 Coriatig 15:20 and 23. We find no antithetical
aspect in Paul's order of resurrection in 1 Coiarib 15:20 and 23. Christ’s first fruits of
resurrection is followed by the same concept alimestion for “those who are Christ’s at His
coming” (v. 23). This use of “first” and “resurrém” fits the chronological position of the
premillennialist.

Kline uses the subject of the “new heaven and reathein Rev. 21, the Mosaic and
New covenant in Hebrews 8-10 and the “first manatiand the “last man” Christin 1
Corinthians 15 to develop his antithetical usecpftog. Then he says, “An interpretation of
protosin keeping with the usage and meaning of the wouthd in Revelation 21 is required in

Revelation 20, specifically in the expression ‘finst resurrection.”™ He gives three reasons

" Ibid., pp. 366-72.
> Deere, "Premillennialism in Revelation 20:4-6,'7@, n. 55.

8 Meredith G. Kline, “The First Resurrection,” p. 369
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why Revelation 21 concept apwrtog “is required” in Revelation 20:(1) “proximity of
Revelation 20 and 21 contexts”; (2) “general theocnaintinuity between the two chapters”; and
(3) “the striking fashion in which the first-(searesurrection pattern is interlocked in the
‘thousand years’ context with the (first)-seconattiepattern of Revelation 21" Requirements
#1 and #2 are not convincing since the subjectesvefation 20:4-5 is resurrection and the
subject of Revelation 21 is the new heavens andezath, the new Jerusalem, and the
accomplishment of God and His provision to the owarers. Therefore, the specific themes are
different and the context is not that close. Thedtrequirement can be called a double binary
pattern’® Hoehner explains Kline’s view this way, “the firsisurrection is metaphorical
referring to the death of the Christian who is praky reigning with Christ (20:4), the second
resurrection is the literal physical resurrectithe first death is physical and the second is
metaphorical, which is the absence of spiritual® J. Ramsey Michaels answers Kline in his
article and part of his critique states:

Kline himself (correctly) sees the second deattiagse conjunction with the

second resurrection (both coming to expressionem R0:11-15), so it is hard to

understand how he can at the same time refer tiotheer as ‘metaphorical’ and

the latter as ‘literal.” Both represent the reabtbeyond the scope of human

experience. In that sense, neither can be desdnbiagman language without

resorting to analogy or metaphor of some kind. bt#h seem intended by the

author to be taken as real future events and therdfteral.’

The implications of this for Kline’s thesis are atelf the second death is

not metaphorical, there is no reason to assumaeltadirst resurrection is
metaphorical either. If both deaths are in someediteral,” why not both

7 |bid.
8 Ibid.
9 Ibid., p. 370.

80 Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 20,” p. 255.
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resurrections?
Michaels also demonstrates that though the corafepe first death and second resurrection is
in the context, it is not in the text itself, thinee, cannot be the basis for reconstructing a
“double binary pattern® The evidence for both resurrections (20:4-5) beingsical is still

strongly supported. In the opinion of many Klines mt established his case.

What About the Thousand Years?

The extent of the thousand years has become anngndebate. The lack of space will
only allow a brief survey. First, we must dispensth the shibboleth that the book of revelation
is a symbolic book; therefore we should expect thetnumber one thousand to be symbolical.
There are 174 cardinal numbers in the book of Reéeel. In addition there are 19 numbers
which are fractions (e.g., 1/3) or cardinal nunsheith fractions (e.g., 3 %2 ). Finally, there are
61 ordinal numbers which make a total of 254 numliethe book?® Davis enumerates four

general categories by which numbers are classifi&tripture: convention#]| rhetoricat’,

8. Ramsey Michaels, “The First Resurrection: A Resp,” p. 101. Meredith G. Kline, “The First
Resurrection: A Reaffirmation)Vestminister Theological Journd® (Fall 1976): 110-119 attempts to answer

Michaels
82 bid., pp. 102-03.
8 see appendix.

8 John J. DavisBiblical Numerology: A Basic Study of the Use ofriers in the Bibl¢Grand Rapid:
Baker, 1986): 49-91. He defines this use “whicbdacerned primarily with the mathematical valuehaf numbers”
(p. 49). The function of this category can be farttlivided into mathematical processes (addingracating, etc.),
specific quantities and rounded numbers (Ibid. 4%54).

8 Ibid., pp. 93-102. He goes on to say, “Wheneverlmemnare so used, they are not to be understood
literally nor symbolically. . . The intention ofetwriter in this usage is not to emphasize the erattical value of
the number primarily, but to express either intgnar other concepts such as ‘few,” ‘many,’ etbidl, p. 93).
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symbolié® and mysticdl. There is some debate over the numbers in Reoeldiit the vast
majority of the numbers should be categorized endbnventional use. John demonstrates the
conventional use not only by telling us total®itmber, but he also counts out the number of
churches, seals, trumpets, bowls, woes and liviegtares. Notice John tells us the total number
of elders is 24, but he also talks to one of tler (4:4; 5:5; 7:3). In Revelation 7 he correlates
the four angels, the four corners of the earththedour winds. Addition or multiplication is
indicated in Revelation 7:4-8 with the 144,000tfuey are broken up into 12 groups of 12,000
each. The mentioning of 42 months (11:2; 13:5)26801days (11:3; 12:6) is the conventional
use of time. In addition, one could add %2 an H{8uk), 10 days (2:10), and 5 months (9:5, 10).
Round numbers are rarely used in Revelation.rkasonable to see round numbers in the
fractions 1/10 (11:13) 1/4 (6:8), and 1/3 (8:79810, 11, 12; 9:15, 18; 12:4). It is possible that
the 7000 men killed in the earth quake (11:13),,@00,000 armies and 1600 stadia could be
round numbers. Therefore, the conventional useiofbers which involves mathematical
operations, measurements, and around numbers @éatiithe numbers in the book of
Revelation with thirteen exceptions.

All but one of the thirteen exceptions could bessified as rhetorical and idiomatic
usages of numbers. Revelation 5:11 describes tmd&uof the elders as “myriads of myriads

[or “ten thousand of ten thousands”] and thousaridsousands® John uses this phrase to

8 bid., pp. 103-24.

8 bid., pp. 125-49. He concludes that the mystica af numbers is not helpful in understanding the
Scripture (lbid., pp. 148-49). The only possible 0 mystical numbers in Revelation is 13:18. Hogrein this text
John makes it clear that he is using this numbardifferent way.

8 Some might want to place Revelation 9:16 hereimahtegory, but one will notice it is not the eixac
same expression and therefore can be a conventiandder.
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describe a large indefinite number of angels uguaiberstood as an expression from Daniel
7:10% The most idiomatic usage in Revelation is the nemaime. Though one is also used in a
conventional sense (5:5; 6:1 (2x); 7:13; 13:3; 1371, 10; 21:9; 21:21), it may also be used as
an indefinite English article “an” (8:13; 9:13; 28; 19:17)° Other times it has the nuance of
“uniform, or single” as in a single purpose (1718, Still other times it connotes the nuance of
“suddenness or abruptness” (18:8, 10, 17°*18)a “very short time” (17:12%. The only other
verse which is difficult for any interpreter is Reation 13:18. Some would put this in the
symbolic usage while others may put it in the nogtusage. Whatever category one puts it, the
writer, John, makes it clear in the text that mat to be considered a conventional usage.

Secondly, it is often declared with emphasis thett is the only place where the kingdom
is said to be a thousand years. We would agreethighbut we must also add that there are
many places we can turn in the Bible to demonsthaee will be an earthly kingdom. On the
other hand, it is interesting that this one platécty mentions the time length of the earthly
kingdom declares six times that it will be a thowbgears.

A quick look at a concordance will indicate whenuanber is used with the word "year"

it refers to a literal year. Everywhere there ruanber with a time indicator in Revelation, such

8 Robert L. ThomasRevelation 1-7 An Exegetical Commenté@hicago: Moody Press, 1992), p. 403.

% ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 24, n. 70; BeckwitiThe Apocalypse of Johp. 559; A. T. Robertso#
Grammar of the Greek New Testament in the Lightistorical Research(Nashville: Broadman, 1934): 674;
OsborneRevelationp. 359.

1 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 326; BeckwithThe Apocalypse of Johp. 559; Beasley-Murray,
Revelationp. 266; OsborndRevelationp. 622. Thomas says, “the locative does notesgduration of time, but is
a figurative way of expressing abruptness” (Ibid.).

92 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 301; BeckwithThe Apocalypse of Johp. 715; . Thomas calls it “an
adverbial accusative of time” (lbid.).
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as days, months and years, one finds nothing itetttewvhich would compel the reader to
understand this to be anything other than a comwemituse of number8. Even 2 Pet. 3:8 is not
an exception. Peter is not saying that a thousaadsyare one day, but he is pointing out God's
transcendence in respect to time. In other woreterRs trying to give us some idea how God
views time so he uses literal tirfffdt is also important to see that John does usasgisrto
indicate large indefinite numbers and short amoahtsne even in Revelation 20, but he does
not use numbers to do this. In verse 3 John inelctitat Satan must be released after the
thousand years “for a short time.” When this redeagppens, it says in verse 8 that Satan gathers
an army for war “the number of them is like thedahthe seashore.” The uses of numbers in
contrast with John’s use of indefinite phrasegifoe and numbers help to support that cardinal
numbers are to be understood in the conventionagosay.

Finally, we find that the structure of John's wrgtiwhich gives us the vision in verse 4
and an interpretation of the vision in verses §i6es strong support for a future literal
thousand-year-kingdom. This is indicated by thet pense verb (aorist) "reigned" in verse 4 and
the future tense "will reign” in verse 6. John esiin the past tense to indicate the
consummation of the vision, but he declares thatrtierpretation of the vision is future from his
time. Therefore, we have a thousand years mentionledth the vision (verse 4) and in the
interpretation of the vision (verses 5-6). The abakgument is a strong indication that we

should take the thousand years as a literal thaugaars and this literal millennial kingdom is

9 see for day(s) (2:10; 8:12; 11:3, 9, 11; 12:6) rher{®:5, 10; 11:2; 13:5) and years (20:2, 3, 4,5).
See the discussion above for 1 hour and 1 day:t?1178:8, 10, 17, 19.

% Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 20,” p. 24%hI&. Walvoord, “The Theological Significance of
Revelation 20:1-6,” p. 231.
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future after the second coming of Christ. Furtheemthe thousand years in the vision are said
to be a thousand years in the interpretation of/tkien. Since the number thousand is not
interpreted differently, it gives support that Jadimising the conventional use of numbers in
Revelation 20:4-6. There are at least six othergdan Revelation where the number in the

vision is the same as the number in the intergoetdt

Verses Symbol Interpretation
1:20 7 stars angels of 7 churches
7 lampstands 7 churches
4:5 7 lamps of fire 7 Spirits of God
5:6 7 eyes 7 Spirits of God
11:3-4 2 olive trees 2 witnesses
2 lampstands 2 witnesses
17:9 7 heads 7 mountains
7 kings
17:12 10 horns 10 kings

This pattern strengthens the understanding thatthesand years in Revelation 20 is a

conventional number.

Where Will the Saints Reign for A Thousand Years?

The place where the saints will reign in this trangyears is the earth. The following
arguments favor this view. First, in Revelation111916 we see Christ coming out of heaven to
smite the nations who are on the earth and thessaiti reign with Christ (Rev. 20:4). Then we

see in Revelation 20:9 that the saints are stolhughe earth after the thousand years for this is

% Wwilliam E. Mouser, Jr., “The Hermeneutics of Nunar the Revelation,” (unpublished paper at Dallas
Theological Seminary, 1976), p. 9.
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where Satan comes to attack th&mhis seems to indicate that the kingdom is oretirgh.
Secondly, Revelation 5:10 claims that the saintsreign as priest upon the earth while 20:6
says “they [the saints] will be priests of God afhrist and will reign with Him for a
thousand years.” Therefore, this writer would agrwité Webb that “this bi-fold description of
the priestly and kingly functions of believers iemiioned explicitly (in a verbal way) in only
three passages: 1:6; 5:10 and 20:6. It is not mead explicitly (i.e., through any clear verbal
connection) in the new-heavens-and-new-earth naht&ince 20:6 is the only place where the
priestly-service and kingly-reign theme is expliciteiterated within Revelation (and in the
wording that echoes 5:10), perhaps it ought toibengsome preference as the writer’s focal
point for fulfilling the reign-on-earth promise 6f10.™" Finally, the Old Testament Messianic

prophecies like Psalm 2 looked forward to an egnthle and reign in the kingdom.

WHEN WILL THE BATTLE OF REVELATION 20:7-10 TAKE PLA CE?
The temporal article “when’dev) in 20:7 is a time indicator which connects badthw

the thought of 20:3 which says “after these thinggSatan] must be released for a short titfe.”

% \Webb, “Revelation 20: Exegetical Considerations,3p; Doros Zachariades, “Making Sense of the
Millennium Resurrection in Revelation 2Qlburnal of the Grace Evangelical Socid (August 2001): 44. The
writer is not saying that the saint will not reigs priest in the new heaven and earth, but orgynibt explicitly
stated they would.

 Ibid., pp. 33-34.

% BDAG, p. 731 states that whénav is used with an aorist subjunctive “the actiothaf subordinate
clause precedes that of the main clause. Theréfghen the thousand years are completed (an auigtinctive in
a subordinate clause), Satan will be released’n(maiuse). Osborn®evelationp. 710, n. 17 makes this helpful
statement: “Some (Beale 1999: 1021, noting Mor#i87t 238) overstate the force étav (hotan as an indefinite
relative (“whenever”) to stress the symbolic natofr¢he thousand-year period, but in the Koinegmbit had often
lost its indefiniteness and had a force similagte (“when”; cf. Zerwick 1963: §337).”
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The text is indicating that after the millenniuneté is a short period of time for which the
events of 20:7-10 take place. As we said above stmort time after the millennium is a
difficulty for the amillennialist who believes thRevelation 20:7-10 is a recapitulation of
Revelation 19:11-21. Those who believe in this péc#ation have to explain the short time of
Satan after the second coming and from where thage of Satan comes. As discussed above,
the premillennial viewpoint best explains the thiougf John which understands this chapter as
having visional progression with historical progries of events. The premillennialist believes
that at the second coming of Christ Satan is cedfin prison for a thousand years and then
released for a short time after the millennium eoches to an end by being cast into the lake of
fire where the beast and the false prophet are.

The main activity of Satan in Revelation 20:8 is treception and gathering of nations,
Gog and Magog, from the four corners of the eartivdr. Magog is first mentioned in Genesis

10:2 and both names are mentioned in Ezekiel 88Re identification of Gog and Magog in

% David J. MacLeod, “The Fifth ‘Last Thing’: The Rake of Satan and Man’s Final Rebellion (Rev. 20:7-
10),” Bibliotheca Sacrd 57 (April-June 2000): 208, n. 28 lists the pokesihronological progression of Ezekiel 38-
39: “(1) The invasion will take place before théblitation (David L. CoopeWhen God's Armies Meet the
Almighty[Los Angeles: biblical Research Society, 1940]830- (2) the invasion will take place in the middfethe
Tribulation (J. Dwight Pentecosthings to ComgGrand Rapids: Dunham, 1958], 350-53; Leon Wood, A
Commentary on Daniel [Grand Rapids: Zondervan, L, &M. (3) The events will take place at the ehthe
Tribulation (William Kelly, Lectures on the Book of Revelatitwwndon: G. Morrish, 1874], 448; and Charles Lee
Feinberg,The Prophecy of Ezekiglhicago: Moody, 1969], 218. (4) The events of Ezk&8-39 will spread over a
period of time, with chapter 38 being fulfilled fime middle of the Tribulation and chapter 39 bdinflled at its
end (Harold Hoehner, “the Progression of Eventszakiel 38-39,” inntegrity of Heart, Skillfulness of Handsg.
Charles H. Dyer and Roy B. Zuck [Grand Rapids: Bak894], 82-92). (5) The invasion will take pleatethe end
of the millennium (H.L. EllisonEzekiel, The man and His Messd@eand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1956], 133-34; A. B.
Davidson,The book of the Prophet Ezeki€ambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, reW\A.Streane
[Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1916], 3@@unce,The book of Revelatip871; J. Paul Tanner,
“Rethinking Ezekiel's Invasion by GogJournal of the Evangelical Theological Soci@§/[March 1996]: 29-46;
and Meredith G. Kline, “Har Magedon: The End of M#élennium,” Journal of the Evangelical Theological Society
39 [June 1996]: 207-22). (6) Ezekiel's prophecyl t fulfilled in two events, one recorded in Retigln 19:17-21
and one in Revelation 20:7-10 (Caifthe Revelation of St. John the Divi2é6; and Ralph H. Alexander,
“Ezekiel,” in The Expositor’s Bible Commentdi@rand Rapids: Zondervan, 1986], 6:937-40).”
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20:8 with Ezekiel 38 has several difficulties. Hoehdetails the differencé¥’(1) Gog and
Magog in Ezekiel 38 are identified with a local th@rn power; in Revelation 20:8 Gog and
Magog refers to the “four corners of the earth’);i(REzekiel Gog is a prince and Magog refers
to land; in Revelation 20:8 Gog and Magog refepeaople; (3) in Ezekiel 39:4,17-20 the battle
ends with a great feast of the corpses (whichwiéB with Revelation 19:17-21 — the battle at the
end of the Tribulation at the second coming); ivéation 20:10-11 fire comes down from
heaven devours the nations and Satan is throwheitake of fire. John in the book of
Revelation does not “always cite the OT with ac#lyiliteral interpretation of proper names and
events.? These two names, Gog and Magog, refer to themstiothe latter days of the
millennium that will attack Jerusalet¥f.As discussed above, the saints that survive the
Tribulation enter the millennium and reconstitute hations to become a great multitude like the
sand on the sea shore. It is a testimony to theadip of man to think that this multitude of
people which make up the nations will live in theshperfect environment thus far in the
history of man since the fall, will have the Loriht$elf as head of the government and they will
fall prey to the deception of Satan. This deceptilhdemonstrate their unbelief and rebellion

by warring against the Lord. The doom of the natiaill come swiftly as they surround the

100 Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 20,” p. 258.

10 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 424. Webb, “Revelation 20: Exegetical Consitiens,” pp. 10-11 makes
the same point, but the writer may differ on soromts.

192 hid.; David J. MacLeod, “The Fifth ‘Last ThingThe Release of Satan and Man’s Final Rebellion
(Rev. 20:7-10),” p. 209; Lee, “The Revelation of Bihn The Divine,” iThe Bible Commentarg01; Johnson,
Revelation 12:587.
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saints and Jerusaléthfor fire will be sent out of heaven to devour théthen Satan will be
thrown into the lake of fire where the beast ansf@rophet had already been thrown at Christ’s
second coming. They will not be annihilat¥dbut will experience mental and sensory
torment® throughout eternity. The expression “day and righéxpressing a figure of speech
for continual torment; while the expression “foreaad ever” (lit. “unto the ages of the ages” -
€ig Tolg aivag Twv aivwy) expresses the extent of time which in this canerternal
punishment®

There are those who believe that Revelation 20:i e recapitulation of Revelation

19:11-21. They give at least four points for treipport:®” We will look at two of these points

103t is quiet probable that the “andédl) in Revelation 20:8 is ascensive (“even,” expregshe point of
focus) and could be translated, “even the belovtyti @homas,Revelation 8-22p. 425).

104 Eor the debate between eternal punishment andikitin see William Crockett edtour Views of

Hell (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992); Christopher Wrdda & Robert A. Peterson, gen. ddell Under Fire
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 2004); and W. G. T. Shéldd Doctrine of Endless Punishmé@arlisle, PA: Banner
Truth, 1990 reprint). See also the five articlashell by the Master’s faculty iihe Master’s Journa® (fall 1998):
129-217.

105 This punishment is described as the “lake of fger darkness (Matt. 8:12; 22:13; 25:30), waikimg!
gnashing of teeth (Matt. 8:12; 13:42, 50; 22:1852; 25:30; Luke 13:28), a never-dying worm anduanchable
fire (Mark 9:48)” and furnace of fire (Matt. 13:4D) (ThomasRevelation 8-22 An Exegetical Commentary426).

198 |bid.; David J. MacLeod, “The Fifth ‘Last ThingThe Release of Satan and Man'’s Final Rebellion
(Rev. 20:7-10),” p. 210; Beal&he Book of Revelatiopp. 1030; Osbornd&ievelationp. 716; D. E. Aune,
“Revelation 17-22'Word Biblical Commentar{Nashville, TN: Nelson, 2002) 52C:1100.

107 white in “Reexaming the Evidence for RecapitulatiofRev 20:1-10" argues from Rev. 15:1 that the
wrath of God is complete after the return of Chtistis, the wrath poured out in Rev. 20:7-10 dfterthousand
years in the premillennial view contradicts thissee(pp. 330-31). The writer has commented ongbisst in
footnote 16. Secondly, White believes if Revelatlénl7-21; 19:11-21 and 20:9-11 “all recapitulatei€t's second
advent in 6:12-17, we may conclude with good redkah16:17-21; 19:11-21; and 20:9-11 are eachllpara
accounts of Christ’s return in their own right” 83). White acknowledges that just because there@me
similarity of events, it does not prove identity §33). The writer has argued in this article thatdissimilarities are
sufficient to indicate that Rev. 20:7-10 is noeaapitulation of 19:11-21. See also Hoehner, “Evigefrom
Revelation 20,” p. 260-61. Thirdly, White uses thetif of angelic descending and ascending in Re&;. 10:1;
18:1and 20:1 to support his recapitulation posi(fmn336-43). However, he states in his introductihat this
discussion does nptroverecapitulation in chap. 20, but it deggpportthat approach when taken in conjunction
with factors such as the recapitulation of 19:11¥220:7-10" (p. 336). Craig A. Blaising, “Premitigialism,” Three
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in a more extensive way. First, White details dipsime imagery in Revelation 19:17-21 and
20:7-10 which he ties with the episode in Ezek398% He concludes that the similarities
demonstrate that Revelation 19:17-21 is recapédlat 20:7-13% The usage of the phrase
“Gog and Magog” in Ezekiel 38-39 and Revelation80as been discussed above and
demonstrated that they are not identical. White aigs to identify the “fire* in Ezekiel 39:6
with Revelation 20:9. However, Ezekiel 39:9, 12, itdthe flow of the same context speaks
about a seven-year process of burning the war rabéard seven months of burying the dead
after the war which ends with the second comin@hufist. If we take the sequence of White’s
recapitulation, how do the seven years and thensemmths fit in after the second coming of
Christ when the eternal state is suppose to bélesttad? One does not have this confusion if
this recapitulation is jettisoned and a chronolabjrogression is takéf: White has also linked
Ezekiel 38:18-22 and Revelation 16:17-21 with Ratreh 19:17-21 which is a difficulty for the
postmillennialist, but he has not successfully didkhese passages with Revelation 20:7-10.

Secondly, White suggests when John refers to thensaat war against Christ and His

Views on the Millennium and Beyqradl. Darrel L. Bock (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, J34%-17, n. 86 gives six
points in his critique of this argument.

198 ThomasRevelation 8-22 An Exegetical Commentary560 n. 58 offers two weaknesses of White’s
assumption of recapitulation of Rev. 19:17-20 iri7200 by arguing from Ezek. 38-39: (1) “inadequaltewance
for the characteristic of OT prophecy whereby d@rtgpresses’ or foreshortens future sequences witremgssarily
reflecting extended periods that may separate sverrhed in the same prophecy;” (2) “inadequateideration of
John’s independence in his allusions to OT Scrgtur

109\white, “Reexaming the Evidence for RecapitulatiomRiev 20:1-10,” p. 326-28.

10 pid., p. 326.
1 Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 20,” p. 259 afsentions the confusion and inconsistency this
position makes with the casting of the beast aeddlse prophet in Rev. 19:20 and the casting tdrSa the lake
of fire in Rev. 20:10.
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saints, the noun “war"méAep.oc) is preceded by an article as seen in 16:14; 12082 This

is in contrast with lack of an article wittbAeprog when John refers to war in general (9:7, 9;
11:7; 12:7; 13:7¥2 Therefore, since the war of 16:14 and 19:19 refehe final battle at

Christ’s coming so does Revelation 20:8. White @lsimts out that all three passages have
virtually the same phrase “to gather them for tlee"which he says points to the same war. He
says, “with the definite article in 20:8, the aeis presence makes it all but impossible to avoid
the conclusion that the battle mentioned in 20iBésone previously described in 19:19 and in
16:14."* The interpretation of the kind of article whichpisesent in Revelation 20:8 depends on
the overall context of the passage. The articlescmd have to be referring back to a previous
war, but to the characteristic of the kind of whaattis at present being fougftThe phrase “to
gather them for the war” is not the only thing tmsider. The writer has demonstrated above the
differences between Revelation 19:11-21 and 20: R&delation 20:7 orients the war in verse 8
as coming after the thousand years. The thouseas will start after the war that ends in the

return of Christ in Revelation 19:11-21. “The s&j8 of each passage make it clear that they are

12 \white, “Reexaming the Evidence for RecapitulatiorRiev 20:1-10,” p. 326-28.

13 Though the writer would argue that Rev. 11:7 and t&fer to a specific war this does not over turn
White’s argument for his argument is concentratedRev. 16:14, 19:19 and 20:8 which have an antidfle them.

14 white, “Reexaming the Evidence for RecapitulatiorRiev 20:1-10,” p. 329.

3 The article in the Greek phras@v néiepov in Rev. 20:8 could easily be a “well-know” aréiabr
“par excellenckarticle. Daniel WallaceBeyond the Basi¢cp. 225 says the “well-know” article “points out a
object that is well known, but for reasastberthan the above categories (i.e., not anaphorictidgpar excellence
or monadic). Thus it refers to a well-known objét has not been mentioned in the preceding cb(derphoric),
nor is considered to be the best of its class é€xcellencg nor is one of a kind (monadic).” However, it mag
better to classify this aspar exellencearticle. Wallace says of this article, “Thar excellencarticle is not
necessarily used just for thestof a class. It could be used for therstof a class—if the lexical nuance (or
contextual connotation) of that particular clasggmsts it. In essencgar excellencéndicates thextremeof a
particular class. “I arthe chief of sinners” does not mean the best of sgyiaut the worst of sinners. . . The article
par excellencand the well-known article are often difficultdéstinguish. Technically, this is due to the fdwtt
the articlepar excellencés a subset of the well-known article” (Ibid. 22).
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different times.?*®

WHAT ABOUT THE “GREAT WHITE THRONE JUDGMENT?” (Reve lation 20:11-15)

Who Is Sitting on the Throne?

John introduces the last section of Revelation 23 with the chronological indicator
kel €idov (“and | saw”). In this vision he sees a “great tglthrone and Him who sat upon it.”
The concept of the throne is a dominant theme weRé&on 4-5, 7 and then there are a few
references sprinkled through some of the restettiapters until chapter 20:11-15. The throne
in Revelation 4-7 seems to emphasize God’s magsiysovereignty as He rules and directs His
eternal plan, while the awesomeness of this thwatteits color white seems to express God’s
sovereignty and authority in His holy and rightequdgment.

There is a debate about who is sitting on thisrter&ome believe it is the Fathér
while others believe it is Jesus Chii$tRevelation 20:12 seems to allude to Daniel 7:iDifin
this is the context for verses 11-15 then it pototthe conclusion that the Father is sitting upon
the throne. Couple this point with the numerousesnm Revelation (4:2-3, 9; 5:1, 7, 13; 6:16;

7:10, 15; 19:4; 21:5) that the Father is sittinglom throne and it becomes strong case. However,

118 Hoehner, “Evidence from Revelation 20,” p. 260.

17 CharlesThe Revelation2:192; BeckwithThe Apocalypse of Johp. 748; SweteThe Apocalypse of

St. Johnp. 271; G. B. CairdThe Revelation of St. John Divirie the Harper New Testament Commentary (New
York: Harper &Row, 1966), p. 258; Johns@tevelation,12:589; MounceThe Book of Revelatipp. 364; and
ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 429.

118 HendriksenMore Than Conquerorg. 235; WalvoordThe Revelation of Jesus Chript 305; Chilton,
Days of Vengeanc¢@. 529-31; David J. MacLeod, “The Sixth ‘Last igi: The Last Judgment and the End of the
World (Rev. 20:11-15),Bibliotheca Sacrd 57 (July-September 2000): 318.
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the Lamb sits with the Father (3:21; 12:5; 22:113, cf. 5:6; 7:17; Hebrews 1:3) and judgment
was given to the Son (22:12; John 5:19-27; cf. Matt 25:31 ff; Acts 10:42; 17:31). Therefore,
it is probably best to conclude that the onenesiefather and Son (John 10:30; cf. John 8:16;

Revelation 5:13; 6:16; 7:10, 17; 22:1, 3; 21:22-2@)ke both of them part of the judgméfit.

What Happens to Heaven and Earth?

John describes heaven and earth as “fled away@pthoe was found for them¥?® The
guestion is whether this phrase is describing tbgotution of heaven and earth or is it only
describing the change of the present order. Thdgehelieve this are a change in the present
order point to Romans 8:19-23 which gives the irapien of a renewing of the creation. Jesus in
Matthew 19:28 refers to the restoration of all gsrfcf. Acts 3:19-21) as a regeneration which
also fits more of a change than a dissolution. Ikinthey point out that “He who sits on the
throne said, ‘Behold, | am making all things ne@Revelation 21:5}* Ladd believes that this

phrase “suggests the renovation of what alreadste%#*> Swete adds that the word “new”

119 Beasley-MurrayRevelation p. 299; JohnsorRevelation,12:589; MounceThe Book of Revelatiop.
364; OsborneRevelation p. 720; SweteThe Apocalypse of St. Jgim 271; and ThomaRevelation 8-22p. 429.

120 \ealy, After the Thousand Yeansp. 164-67 insist upon the translation, “Andwsathrone, great,
white, and sitting upon it was Hiem whose face the earth and sky fled, and noepleas found for them.” This
translation bolsters his interpretation that Reé12-15 is “an event which is recalled as havingpemed earlier,
before the scene opens. The questiomosi much earlierhowever, is not addressed by v. 11. It could Bgjhave
happened more or less immediately before, or astiyears before (or anywhere in between, fomtiadter)”
(Ibid., p. 167). Even if Mealy’s exegetical poistdorrect the context (which he admits) is the rieiteing factor.
The writer has already argued above for a progressironology; and therefore, does not agree wigtalls
equating Rev. 20:11-15 with the second coming.

121\walvoord, The Revelation of Jesus Chripp. 315-16 neutralizes the point that renovaiahe better
interpretation in Rev. 21:5 because John usesdién (make) rather thaxti{w (create). The wordroiéw is
used in Mt. 19:4 where God used “both the wanehte(Gr., kitzo) and the woranade(Gr., poieq for the same act”
(Ibid., p. 316).Thereforefoiéw can be used to convey the meaning of create.

1221 add,Revelation of Johrp. 276.
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(xavéc) “suggests fresh life rising from the decay anéckrof the old world *** However,
there are several points which seem to outweighdhidence. The strong language in
Revelation 20:11 stating that the earth and he&lehaway and no place was found for them”
with the description of Revelation 21:1 (“the firgtaven and the first earth passed aw&y"),
coupled with the statement that there is a “newé&eand a new earth,” strongly supports a
dissolution of the present ordér . The verb “passed awayd fA6av) in Revelation 21:1
suggests a removal of the old creation for it métmsdiscontinue as a condition or a stat&.”
The phrase “and there is no longer any sea” alggesis that “there is practically no substantial
continuity between the old fallen order and the medeemed order, but that the old order is
completely swept away and replaced by somethimgether new and different?” Another
passage to consider is 2 Peter 3:7, “But the ptémsavens and earth by His word are being
reserved for fire, kept for the day of judgment aedtruction of ungodly men.” This passage

seems to relate the dissolution of the presentraodine time of judgment and destruction of the

123 S\wete The Commentary on Revelatign 275. However, Johannes Behmy{vég” in Theological
Dictionary of the New Testamewetd. Gerhard Kittel, trans. and ed. Geoffrey WorBitey (Grand Rapids:
Eerdmans, 1965), 3:447-48 defin@a.vég as “new in nature, better, superior or unusuaéfriann Haarbeck,
Hans-Georg Link & Colin Brown,¥«1vég” in The New International Dictionary of New TestamemtdlogyGen.
ed. Colin Brown (Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1971§70:adds the following important point: “In seculsage
kianosdenotes that which is qualitatively new as comghavith what has existed until now, that which istbethan
the old, whereaseosis used temporally for that which has not yet héleat which has just made its appearance.
But the longer these words were used, the lesdlgtwas the conceptual differentiation maintairiditherefore, the
word itself may fit either position.

124 Aune,Revelation 17-22p. 1117; CharleShe Revelation2:193; WalvoordThe Revelation of Jesus
Christ, p. 305 and ThomaRevelation 8-22 An Exegetical Commentary440.

125 The dissolution of the heaven and earth is alsiételd by Mt. 24:35 (Mk. 13:31; Lk. 21:33) and Lk.
16:17.

126 BDAG, p. 102.

1271 add,Revelation of Johrp. 276.
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ungodly people which Revelation 20:11-15 descriamthe Great White Throne judgméfit.
Peter continues his description of the dissoluiiod Peter 3:10-13. Therefore, it may be
concluded that there seems to be topographic ckdnghe present order at the Lord’s second
advent but Revelation 20:11 involves the dissotutibthe present order and it happens at the

end of the millennium sometime before the new hearel the new earth.

Who Is Being Judged at the Great White Throne?

There are those who believe the Great White Thpatigment is the final and only
general judgment where all believers and unbelgeges judged (John 5:24-29). However, it
was demonstrated above that there are at leagithages to God’s judgment separated by a
thousand years. Also at the pre-tribulational regptaf the church (seven years before the second
advent)® all church saints will be resurrected or transfednil Thessalonians 4:13-17; 1
Corinthians 15:51-53) and then will appear befbre ludgment Seat of Christ (2 Corinthians
5:10; Romans 14:10). At the second advent of Chhistjudgment of all the Old Testament
saints (Daniel 12:1-2a) and the judgment of Reimia20:4-5 will take place as well as the
judgment of the nations in Matthew 25:31-46. Finadl thousand years after Christ's advent and

reign on earth, all unbelieving dead (“rest of death”of Revelation 20:5 and 12-15) will be

128 3. Dwight PentecosThings To come: A Study in Biblical Eschatal¢Gyand Rapids: Zondervan,
1958), p. 553. He also notes, “If it be held ttné$ tannot refer to the same time since Johns Seys, whose face
the earth and heaven fled away’ (Rev. 20:11) anerRays, ‘reserved unto fire against the day dfment’ (2 Pet.
3:7), it is sufficient to say that John’s statemgines the fact that the old heaven and earth paseed away
without giving the means by which this is accomdid, while Peter gives the means through whicldigsolution
takes place. There is no contradiction here” ()bid.

129 5ee John F. Walvoordhe Rapture Questiomevised & enlarged ed. (Grand Rapids: Zondert8i9);
Paul D. Feinberg, “The Case for the Pretribulaf@pture Position, The Rapture: Pre-, Mid-, Post- Tribulational?
(Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1984):45-86; and Thomagl Timothy Demy, edsWhen the Trumpet Sounds
(Eugene, OR: Harvest House, 1995).
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judged. The conclusion is that future judgment waine in a number of phases and the Great
White Throne will be the last judgmehit.

Thekoal eidov (“and | saw”) in Revelation 20:12 continues therse of the Great White
Throne®! “The rest of the dead” who do not “come to lifgtilthe thousand years were
completed” (Revelation 20:5) become the primaryfm Revelation 20:12-15. There is little
debate that this verb “come to life”in verse 5 ighgsical resurrection and those who are called
the “dead” will face the second death (Revelatidr62 The phrase “standing before the throne”
in verse 12 implies that the “dead” will be resuatesl to face the Great White Throne
judgment*2

Some have proposed that Revelation 20:12 représtisvers who will be judged and
verses 13-14 represent unbelievéfsThose who are in favor of 20:12 being the rightgo
support this view by connecting the phrase theystemding before the throne” in 20:12 with a
similar phrase in Revelation 7:9 which says thatdhints are “standing before the throtié.”

However, there are four places in Revelation (8:8; 11; 20:12) that contains the verb

“standing” @otnut) in combination with the noun “thronedgdvoc) and only Revelation 20:12

139 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 429.

131 Aune,Revelation 17-22p. 1081states that the first eidov (“then | saw”) introduces the section of
Rev. 20:11-15 and the secokel €idov (“and | saw”) emphasizes a particular scene irvisien.

132 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 430; AuneRevelation 17-220p. 1081, 1101.

133 Beale, The Book of Revelatiopp. 1033-34 connects Rev. 20:11-15 with Rev. & &rid believes both
the saints and the wicked are involved as a geaearhfinal judgment. However, in Rev. 20:12-15 ¢hisrno
statement about the destiny of those who will lmemded in the book of life. Rev. 20:5 opposes ihrecept of a
general judgment where all people will be judgeditfdeclares that there will be a thousand yeats/éen the
judgment of the second advent and the resurreatidjudgment of “the dead.”

134 OsborneRevelationp. 721.
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has the context of judgment. Therefore, the otlesas do not help us here and the evidence is
not established.

Secondly, this view of the righteous and the wickeRevelation 20:12-15 is predicated
upon several other points (1) The opening of the book of life in verse 12 hot in verse 13;
(2) Daniel 12:1-2 where the positive side is reedn 20:12 and the negative side in 20:15; and
(3) Revelation 14:14-15 parallels 20:12 and Reumiat4:17-20 parallels 20:13-15. An overall
critique of these points involves the context dnelpossible style of the author, John. Aune
states that 20:13 “appears to be a doublet or fedtipn of v 12 . . . Some scholars argue that v
13 originally came before v 12, while others codtémat v 13 is an elaboration of v 12%"
Though the writer does not agree that verse 13@ee before verse 12, he does agree that
verse 12 is the same group of people which arerelgzhin verse 13-15. Aune also indicates that
verses 12-13 could be yet another instance of 'Jdalse of ehysteron-proteronwhich is “the
arrangement of events in their reverse of theiicaigrder.** If so, then this will help support
that verses 12-13 are not two groups of peoplepbeatgroup of wicked peoplewho will be
judged.

The context of Daniel 12:1-2a is not the Great WAhihrone judgment but the second
advent of Christ. Daniel 12:1 says, “And there Ww#| a time of distress such as never occurred

since there was a nation until that time.” It ighas time that “everyone who is found written in

13%pid., pp. 721-22.
136 Aune, Revelation 17-22p. 1081.
137 |bid., p. 1102. Aune also ségsteron-proterorin 3:3,17; 5:5; 6:4; 10:4,9; 20:4-5; 22:14. Thatemr

does not agree with Aune in Rev. 20:4-5. More imfation on hysteron-proterommay be found above in footnote
44,
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the book, will be rescued.” Then in Daniel 12:2stétes there will be resurrections for “those
who sleep in the dust of the ground.” Jesus spefltee same period of time in Matthew 24:21-
31 which is the 3 % years of unprecedent judgmerthe earth (“great tribulation” in Matthew
24:21 and “time of distress” in Daniel 12:1) whiehds in the second advent. The last part of
Daniel 12:2 is the only part that refers to Reveta0:12-15 and this is where Revelation 20:4-
6 explains that there is a thousand years betweeresurrections. Therefore, Daniel 12:2b is the
only part that refers to Revelation 20:11-15 andiBlesays that the judgment of these people
will be “disgrace and everlasting contempt.” Ofterthe Old Testament prophecies the future
events are compressed and appear to be speakingtabsame period of time, but subsequent
revelation makes it clear that the time periodsdifferent (e.g., Isaiah 61:1-2%

The final point on this subject that needs to westigated is the parallel of Revelation
14:14-20 with Revelation 20:12-15. Aune correctiyniends that Revelation 14:14-16 and 17-20
are a doublet which brings forth parallel thougbftene eschatalogical judgment. Therefore, it
cannot be used to support believers and unbelietdhe judgment in Revelation 20:12-15. He
presents five main arguments for his conclusi®l) Both Revelation 14:14-16 and 17-20 are a
clear allusion to Joel 3:13 which is also a doubfhg the same imagery but referring to only
one judgement; (2) The word “sickle” which is usedoth parallel accounts in Revelation 14 is
primarily a negative symbol which involves judgmantd punishment; (3) The phrase “the hour
of His judgment has come” in Revelation 14:7 camcdmestrued to parallel the phrase “the hour

to reap has come” in 14:15; (4) Though the conoéptaping the harvest is a metaphor of

138 See footnote 108, point one.

139p_ E. Aune, “Revelation 6-16Vord Biblical CommentargNashville, TN: Nelson, 1998), 52B:802.
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divine judgment (Isa. 17:5; 18:4-5; 24:13; Hos.163bel 3:13; Mic. 4:12-13; Mat. 13:24-30, 36-
43; Mk. 4:29), Matthew 3:11-12 uses the reapinggemg of both the saved and unsaved. (5)
The eschatalogical gathering of God’s people imfbom the Gospels and the epistles, but it is
strikingly absent from the book of Revelation, eR&velation 19 which presents the second
advent of Christ. Finally, the event of Revelatigh14-20 is best understood as a preview of
Revelation 19:11-21 which is the second adventramidhe Great White Throne judgment of
Revelation 20:12-15%

Thus, the “rest of the dead” in Revelation 20:5hdbexperience the first resurrection
and they will be resurrected and enter into theaGvéhite Throne judgment. Notice that no
living person will enter into this judgment, onlyetdead of all ages which Revelation 20:13
represents as “death and Had¥s1h Revelation 20:12 the books are opened (cf. D) and
the book of life is opened. The books representdels of each individual which demonstrates
what kind of life the person lived. Salvation isdmace through faith (Eph. 2:8-9) but his deeds
will demonstrate that he or she has a saving {&f.2:10; Jas 2:14-26; 1 Pet. 3-9; 2 Pet. 1:3-
11). Thomas is correct when he says, “The poith@fpassage is not to prove salvation by
works, but condemnation by work&”(John 5:29; Rom. 2:5-9; Rev. 22:12; cf. Mt. 254%)-

The book of life (cf. Rev. 3:5; 13:8; 17:8; 21:23he ultimate judge whether one will spend

eternity in the lake of fire (20:15). Apparentliietbooks will demonstrate their sin and

149 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 220.

1411t seems that the saint in the millennium will raperience death (Zech. 14:11; Isa. 65:20, 22a88)
will be protected by God from the war of Rev. 2Q7-We assume that God will give them glorified lesdvhich
will prepare them for immortality in the new heaseand new earth (Thoma8evelation 8-22p. 431).

142 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 433.
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guiltiness and this reflects why their name iswnotten in the book of life.

The “Sea” and “Death and Hades” and the “Lake of Fre”

In Revelation 20:13, the “sea” and “death and Hade® up the dead for judgment. A
problem arises when verse 13 is compared with VEtsélow can the sea give up the dead when
verse 11 indicates the dissolution of heaven arnti @ad Revelation 21:1 parallels this point
and adds that the sea is also no longer? Thompgnss by saying that the sea could have
yielded up the “dead simultaneously with the disspnce ** However, it seems best to
explain this as aysteron-proterorfa reversal of the logical order of events) asigeuss
above:* Some have made the sea in verse 13 to be a pigatian of evif*® or a symbol of the
realm of evil or the rule of evil forcé& Since the sea is associated with death and Htdess
a possibility. Thus, it would be concluded that se@ has a negative or evil connotation and
would be destroyed in the new heaven and new €2tth)*’ However, the figurative use of the
word “sea” in Revelation is not always negative &6; 15:2 [second reference]). Secondly, if

the sea in 20:13 is the evil realm or forces (liBel), what is the difference between the

143 pid.
144 Aune,Revelation 17-22p. 1102; Osborn&evelationp. 723.
145 -

OshorneRevelationp. 722.

146 Beale, The Book of Revelatiopp. 1034.

147 The word “sea” @dAaoow) is used 25 time in Revelation. Without considgr@1:1 or 20:13, the

figurative use of the “sea” is seen in 4:6 and XBice) as a simile describing a sea of glassiaven and a sea of
glass mixed with fire which seems to be the bowbjuments that is to be pour out. Finally, thereés.RL.3:1 which
seems to be a figure for the abyss as one comfyasesith the origin of the beast in Rev. 11:7. Tigeother
references are the literal use of the word “seahag are connected with creation (5:13; 10:6: 4 used in the
phrase earth and sea (7:1,2,3; 10:2,5,8; 12:12), thie context of creatures living in the seahips on the sea (8:8
[twice],9; 16:3 [twice]; 18:17,19,21).
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meaning of the “sea” and “death and Hades” in 2Dy is not the sea thrown in the lake of
fire like death and Hades? One may give the antvae21:1 indicates the dissolution of the sea.
However, Matthew 25:41 says the eternal fire wapared for the devil and his angels and not
to be annihilated. Therefore, it seems best to tiasesea in 20:13 as literdt.

The understanding of “death and Hades” in 20:138X4so debated (cf. Revelation 1:18;
6:8)1*° It seems most likely that the phrase is a persmtibn where “death” refers to the
ruler*® or staté®* of death and “Hades” as the place of death. Thetioreing of both the “sea”
and “death and Hades” could possibly mean thahalbead associated with the'Séand all
the dead associated with the land (i.e., deatiHaut#$>) were resurrected to the Great White

Throne judgment. However, it is most likely a daibihere the sea is a subset of all the

148 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 433; JohnsorRevelation,12:589-90; AuneRevelation 17-22p. 1102-03;
Mounce, The Book of Revelatiop. 366; Beasley-Murraygevelationp. 302; WalvoordThe Revelation of Jesus
Christ, p. 308; SweteThe Commentary on Revelatjgn 273; LaddRevelation of Johmp. 273; BeckwithThe
Apocalypse of Johmp. 749.

149 There are several options: (1) The personificabibdeath and the realm of death (AuReyvelation 17-
22, p. 1103; Beasley-MurraRevelation p. 303; BeckwithThe Apocalypse of Johp. 749; JohnsorRevelation,
12:590; MounceThe Book of Revelatiop. 366; OsborndRevelationp. 723; Thomas, Revelation 8-22, p. 433); (2)
A symbol of demonic forces which are rendered ptegsr(SweteThe Commentary on Revelatign 273; Morris,
Revelationin Tyndale New Testament commentaries, ed. R. Via&ker (Grand Rapids: Eerdmans, 1984), p. 242;
Caird, The Revelation of St. John the Diyipe 260; OsborndRevelationp. 723); (3) A metonymy (i.e., the
container for its contents) referring to unbeliesveast into the lake of fire (20:15) (Bealéne Book of Revelatiop.
1035); (4) A symbol of the physical death thatvimbowed up into the second death which is etefBeble, The
Book of Revelatigmp. 1035). Each have some merit but the first iepreferred by the writer.

150 Aune,Revelation 17-22p. 1103.
15 ThomasRevelation 8-22p. 433.

1521t was a common belief among the Greeks and theaRerthat they abhorred the thought of drowning
at sea or being buried at sea. There was everne thelt those who died at sea did not go to Hagesemained in
the sea. Some have associated this backgroundesowith why John mentions the dead in the sea (Aune
Revelation 17-22pp. 1102-03; Thoma&evelation 8-22pp. 432-33.)

153 Aune,Revelation 17-22p. 1103.
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unbelieving dead who are in Hades awaiting the tfrthe Great White Throne judgmeértt.

In Revelation 20:14 the intermediate holding platall unbelieving dead is thrown into
the lake of fire. The unholy threesome (Satanpbeest and the false prophet), all the multitude
of unholy angels (cf. Matthew 25:41) and all unéeilng people (cf. Revelation 20:15; 21:8) are
punished in the lake of fire. It is also stated tha lake of fire is the second death. This cosicur
with 1 Corinthians 15:26 and 54-55 where death)dbeenemy, will be in its rightful
submissive state in God’s plan. Death will no langisturb the peace of the new heaven and
earth (21:4).

Finally, how should the lake of fire be understo&d2t, it is a place where no one will
escape and they will be tormented consciously,icoally and eternally (Revelation 14:9-11;
19:20; 20:10; 21:8%° Secondly, this punishment is both physical andtspil. The language of
Revelation 20:12-15 indicates that the unbelieaeesresurrected with new bodies (cf. Daniel
12:1-2; John 5:28-29; Matthew 10:28). This bodgiféerent from their earthly body but
nevertheless it is a body made out of a substdratecan be felt and has flesh and bone (like our
Lord’s glorified body - Luke 24:39) which the imneaial part of man is a part. Why would the
unbeliever be resurrected if hell is only spirifu&rhe whole point of the resurrection is to

reunite body and soul. God could easily send sdivéstly to hell. But he does not. He raises all

15% |bid.

155 Matthew WaymeyerRRevelation 20 and the Millennial Debgfehe Woodlands, TX: Kress Christian
Pub., 2001): 83-84 gives the following characterssof hell in the New Testament: “fire” or “unquetrable fire”
(Mat. 3:10,12; 7:19; Mk. 9:42; cf. Mk. 9:48); “thiery hell (Mat. 5:22; 18:9; cf. Jas. 3:6); “furreaof fire” (Mat.
13:42,50); “the eternal fire (Mat. 18:8; 25:41hétpunishment of eternal fire (Jude 7); “the fuiadire which will
consume the adversaries” (Heb. 10:27); “outer deskhand “weeping and gnashing of teeth” (Mat. 2225:30;
cf. Mat. 13:42); “eternal punishment” (Mat. 25:48ternal destruction, away from the presence efitbrd and
from the glory of His power” (2 Th. 1:9); “eternadgment” (Heb. 6:2); and “the black darkness” &.R:17; Jude
13).



59

people from the dead and then sends that perdueiltt>°

There is a debate whether the word fire in conoaatiith eternal punishment is literal or
metaphorical’” In either case, the Scripture is describing theible eternal punishment which
awaits the unbeliever. This punishment is alsorilesd as darkness (Matthew 8:12; 22:13;
25:30; 2 Peter 2:17; Jude 13), weeping and gnagsiiitepth (Matthew 8:12; 13:42; 22:13;
24:51; 25:30; Luke 13:28) and “where the worm nelies” (Mark 9:47-48%% Scripture paints
this grim picture so that nothing short of endlpseishment and agony for the unbelievers are
conveyed. Therefore, the admonishment to everyliavee who is still alive is to flee the
punishment to come by believing on the Lord Jeduss€s substitutionary work on the cross.
The justice of God demands that every sin mustaie [Either the person will spend eternity in
hell paying for his or her sins or Jesus Christigar them on the cross. Trusting in Christ for

eternal salvation is the one decision which mustegut off for it has eternal consequences.

WHY WILL THERE BE A MILLENNIAL KINGDOM?
With the above arguments in this article one caugwer this question concerning the
millennial kingdom with the declaration that Revala 20 tells us there must be a millennial
kingdom. It is this kingdom which the Old Testampredicted, our Lord spoke about in his

ministry and the apostles asked about in Acts 1dé+ihg the Lord’s post-resurrection

158 paniel B. Wallace, “Hell: Spiritual or Physical Both?” http://www.bible.org/page.asp?page_id=405,
November 2004, p. 2.

157 See William Crockett ed=our Views of Hel[Grand Rapids: Zondervan, 1992).

158 Robert L. Thomas, “Jesus’ View of Eternal Punishtyi€fhe Master Seminary Journ@l(Fall 1998):
163-64; Leland Ryken, James C. Wilhoit & Trempengman lll, eds., “Hell,'Dictionary of Biblical Imagery
(Downers Grove: InterVarsity, 1998): 377.
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ministry*° However, there are also theological argumentstivlge is a millennial kingdom:

1. During the Millennium, Christ will manifest hisngdom in world history and will fulfill all

the Old Testament covenant promises which God rwabis peoplé®®

2. "The Millennium will reveal that man's rebelliagainst God lies deep in man's own heart, not
in the devils' deception. Even when Satan is banwrighteousness prevails in the world, some
people will still rebel against God. The final reée of Satan will openly draw out this hidden
evil."**! This is another way of showing how sinful man'arheeally is. With a perfect
environment and a perfect rule of Christ on eahé,unregenerate man will still act in rebellion
against God.

3. The very world where Christ was rejected willthe very place where His glory will be
manifested. The creator of the world (Revelatidti} will be proven to be the Lord of the world
and history*?

4. Tertullian (ca. 160-225), an early premillenisialbelieved the millennium was a necessary
hope for all the believers to be rewarded on thg 8eene where they suffered and labored for

the Lord. According to Luke 19:11-27, our Lord piisad authority over cities in His kingdom

159 Eor more information on the kingdom see: Alva JQWin, The Greatness of the KingddiVinona
Lake, IN: BMH Books, 1974 reprint); J. Dwight Petst, Things To ComéGrand Rapids: Zondervan, 1958): 427-
75; Arnold G. Fruchtenbaurtsraelology: The Missing Link in Systematic Theglftustin, CA: Ariel Ministries
Press, 1994 revised).

180 30hnsonRevelation12:581; Macleod, “The Fourth ‘Last Thing’: The Mitinial Kingdom of Christ
(Rev. 20:4-6),” p. 60.

181 3o0hnsonRevelation12:581.

182 Macleod, “The Fourth ‘Last Thing’: The Millennialikgdom of Christ (Rev. 20:4-6),” p. 60.
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to those who are faithful (cf. Revelation 2:26-%?).

5. Finally, the millennium is the completed work@bd's redemption in history. Creation is

linked with man in the Fall for when man fell judgnt was also placed upon the creation. Just
as the Fall took place on the earth in history aiffiected both man and creation, so in the
kingdom it will be shown on earth in history thattronly has man been redeemed by the Son but
also the creation will have its cursed lifted adtigipate in the glory of the accomplishment of
the Lord Jesus Christ. The kingdom is a necessantéo demonstrate to the glory of Jesus
Christ the effect of his saving work not just odiiiduals who come to faith, but also in the

cosmic significance of His saving work. It touctadisof creation (cp. Col.1:20%¢

Conclusion

It is our conclusion that the best interpretatibiRevelation 20:1-15 is the premillennial
view. We believe that the visions of RevelationZl®are in chronological progression not only
within the visions, but from one vision to anothBnerefore, in the future Christ will come the
second time. He will judge the nations and wilbthrthe beast and the false prophet into the
lake of fire. Then an angel will come and bind 8aad shut him up in the abyss so that he will
not deceive mankind for a thousand years.

The believers of all ages will be bodily resurreicéad will reign with Christ on earth for

183 Tertullian, Against Marcion3.24 said, “We say that this city has been pravioye God for receiving the
saints on their resurrection, and refreshing theth the abundance of all really spiritual blessiregsa recompense
for those which in the world we have either degpiselost; since it is both just and God-worthyttHis servants
should have their joy in the place where they ralse suffered affliction for His name’s sake.” (bfacleod, “The
Fourth ‘Last Thing’: The Millennial Kingdom of Clati (Rev. 20:4-6),” p. 60).

164 5. Lewis Johnson, "The Divine Purpose,” tape #16.
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a thousand years. Satan will also be loosed arideof the thousand years and he too will be
judged and thrown into the lake of fire. Then afte thousand years the unbelieving dead from
all the ages will be raised, judged and thrown thiolake of fire to be consciously, continually

and eternally punished.
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Numbers in the Book of Revelation

The numbers are listed in the order in which thgyyear in the book. Cardinal numbers and
factions are entered in Arabic numerals and ordinahbers are written out.

Verses Numbers Reference
1.4 7 churches
7 spirits
1.11 7 churches
1.12 7 lampstands
1.16 7 stars
1.20 7 (2x) stars
7 (2x) lampstands
7 (2x) churches
2.1 7 stars
7 lampstands
2.4 first love
2.5 first deeds
2.8 “first and last”
2.10 10 days
2.19 first beginning works
3.1 7 spirts of God
7 stars
4.4 24 thrones
24 elders
4.5 7 lamps
7 spirts of God
4.6 4 living creatures
4.7 first living creature
second living creature
third living creature
fourth living creature
4.8 4 living creatures
6 wings
4.10 24 elders
5.1 7 seals
5.5 1 of the elders
7 seals
5.6 4 living creatures
7 horns

Verses Numbers References
5.6 7 eyes

7 spirits of God
5.7 4 living creatures

24 elders
5.11 10,000 (2x) angels

1,000 (2x) angels
5.14 4 living creatures
6.1 1 of the 7 seals

7 seals

1 of the 4 living

creatures

4 living creatures
6.3 second seal

second living creature
6.5 third seal

third living creature
6.6 4 living creatures

3 quarts of barley
6.7 fourth seal

fourth living creature
6.8 1/4 of the earth
6.9 fifth seal
6.12 sixth seal
7.1 4 angels

4 corners of the earth

4 winds
7.2 4 angels
7.4 144,000 sealed ones
7.5-8 12,000 (12x) sealed ones
7.11 4 living creatures
7.13 1 of the elders
8.1 seventh  seal

Yo an hour
8.2 7 angels



Verses Numbers Reference
8.2 7 trumpets
8.6 7 angels
7 trumpets
8.7 first angel or trumpet
1/3 of the earth
1/3 of the trees
8.8 second angel
1/3 of the sea
8.9 1/3 creatures in the sea
1/3 ships
8.10 third angel
1/3 rivers and springs
8.11 1/3 waters
8.12 fourth angel
1/3 sun
1/3 moon
1/3 stars
1/3 them (all the above)
1/3 it (day)
8.13 1 eagle
3 angels
9.1 fifth angel
9.5 5 months
9.10 5 months
9.12 first woe
2 more woes
9.13 sixth angel
1 voice
4 horns of the altar
9.14 sixth angel
4 angels
9.15 4 angels
1/3 mankind
9.16 200,000,000 armies of horsemen
9.18 3 plagues
1/3 mankind
10.3 7 peals of thunder
10.4 7 (2%) peals of thunder
10.7 seventh  angel
11.2 42 months
11.3 2 witnesses

64

Verses Numbers Reference
11.3 1260 days
11.4 2 olive trees

2 lampstands
11.9 3% days
11.10 2 prophets
11.11 3% days
11.13 1/10 of the city

7000 people
11.14 second woe

third woe
11.15 seventh  angel
11.16 24 elders
12.1 12 stars
12.3 7 heads

10 horns

7 diadems
12.4 1/3 stars of heaven
12.6 1260 days
12.13 2 wings
13.1 10 horns

7 heads

10 diadems
13.3 1 of the heads
13.5 42 months
13.11 2 horns

first beast
13.12 first beast
13.18 666 number of the beast
14.1 144,000 (sealed)
14.3 4 living creatures

144,000 (sealed)
14.4 first fruit  first portion
14.8 second (angel)
14.9 third angel
14.20 1600 stadia
15.1 7 angels

7 last plagues
15.6 7 angels

7 plagues
15.7 1 of the 4 living

creatures
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15.7 4 living creatures 18.21 1 angel
7 angels 19.3 second (time)
7 golden bowls 19.4 24 elders
15.8 7 plagues 4 living creatures
7 angels 19.17 1 angel
16.1 7 angels 19.20 2 (beast & false
7 bowls prophet)
16.2 first angel 20.2 1000 years
16.3 second angel 20.3 1000 years
16.4 third angel 20.4 1000 years
16.8 fourth angel 20.5 1000 years
16.10 fifth angel first resurrection
16.12 sixth angel 20.6 first resurrection
16.13 3 unclean spirits second death
16.17 seventh  angel 1000 years
16.19 3 parts 20.7 1000 years
16.21 atalent  hailstones 20.8 4 corners of the earth
17.1 1 of the 7 angels 20.14 second death
7 angels 21.1 first heaven
7 bowls first earth
17.3 7 heads 214 first things
10 horns 21.8 second death
17.7 7 heads 21.9 1 of the 7 angels
10 horns 7 bowls
17.9 7 heads 7 plagues
7 mountains 21.12 12 gates
7 kings (Gk. text) 12 angels
17.10 5 (kings) 12 tribes
1 (king) 21.13 3 (4x) gates-east,north,south,
17.11 eighth (king) west
7 (king) 21.14 12 foundation stones
17.12 10 horns 12 names
10 kings 12 apostles
1 hour 12.16 12,000 stadia
17.13 1 purpose 12.17 144 cubits
17.16 10 horns 12.19 first foundation stone-
17.17 1 purpose jasper
18.8 1 day second sapphire
18.10 1 hour third chalcedony
18.17 1 hour fourth emerald
18.19 1 hour 21.20 fifth sardonyx



Verses Numbers Reference
21.20 sixth sardius
seventh  chrysolite
eighth beryl
ninth topaz
tenth chrysoprase
eleventh jacinth
twelfth amethyst
21.21 12 gates
12 pearls
1 of the gates
22.2 12 fruits
22.13 “first and the last”
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